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Upon the ” 


Tr pesand Fignres 


Contained in the 


Holy Scriptures ; 
; ; And reduced under 
The proper Titles of Rhetorick: 


ALSO 


Sexera Texts of Scripture, which 
/ fall in with the Figares; are briefly in-| 
"terpreted ; eſpecially thoſe that rem ' to 
| from the rt 0 or the Sotimnian, 
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A 
PREFACE 


TO: THE 


READER: 


7 A 7, publiſh a 
Treatiſe without any 
Name, or ſo much 
as a Dedication 2 
' Prithee then, who will buy 7t, ſays 
the Reader 2 Why, as to that matter, 
Sir, you may doe as you pleaſe ; but 
give me alſo leave, to uſe my 1i- 
berty. 

But, pray, Sir, what ſignifies any 
Name, at leaſt', 7o a man of ſence 
and under anding, who does not bor- 
row his opinion and judgment of any 
Book, only from the very Title-page? 


| 4nd if this Eſay, 7 now preſent 20 


your peruſal , is any way valuable, 
| zt 
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it will then introduce and recommend 
it ſelf, zo your good opinion of it, | 


and if 'tis nothing worth, what Name 
.or Character can ever ju/tifie the 
Publication ? 

But uow, Sir, upon this reſervation 
of my name, you will have this one 
particular advantage ; for now you 
can have no kind of prejudice or by- 
aſs vpox your thoughts; and ſo you 


.canuot but pronounce more 1mparti- 


ally, upon the whole matter, and not | 


according to the general cuſtom, dit- 
commend, or approve, as you are 


diſpos'd zx your tancy, to entertain | 


either a good, or a bad opinion of our 


Author ; and ſo, 7 think, "tis no dif- | 
advantage to you, or zo my lf, 


_ ephether you know my Name, or not; 
or whether 1 am D. D. or Eſquire; 


fuch a oze, or otherwiſe dignified or | 


' diſtinguiſhed. 

And now, as to the very buſineſs 
of a Dedication, 7 muſt very freely 
fel! you, Sir, 1 am at preſent, as 
much out of humour with that al/o ; 


for, 


HT, 


to the Reader. 


12nd | for, according to the common fty/e , 
it; [ts nothing elſe but a great Mauy fine 


words, to wery little purpoſe ; for 
what you read there in Commenda- 
tion of my Friend 2» the Country , 
ow of the Right Honourable, my 
Lord, &c. has but the leaſt relation 
t them ; but if they themſelves are 
ſo exceedingly vain , as ro fanſie 
their Pictures are very like them ; 
ts only their private opznzon. 

1 canmt deny, that I have a friend 
or two, as very Beau's, as any 2 the 
Town, and they have a Right, and 


in 1«7;tk to a very juſt Commendation , 


for the Rhetorical Twirle of their 
log Perriwigs behind them, or for 


| their mo? admirable «ſe of 7heir 


Squſh-box , which is always fo obli- 
wg, as to give my Sparks a pre- 
_ tence for a Sneeze, inſtead of an An- 
[wer fo that Queſtion ; but they, / 
an very much a Stranger to all their 


other vertues, and T ans not Oratour 
enough to ſay any ihing at firſt fight: 


and, after all, let me tell you, Sir, 'tis 
A 2 #0 


A We 


wo ſuch eaſie matter neither, to make | 


a fine Panegyrick «pon Nothing. 
But now, Sir, as to the Reaſons 

of this Publication, 'T cannot in my 

excuſe ſay, that 1 was at laſt prevail- 


ed upon by the violent Importunities | 


of my Friends, - whom 1 could not we- 
xy civilly dexy : or that upon the, 
| Communications of ſome Copzes, 1 
_ was very much afraid ; one, or other, 
might ſend it to the Preſs ; and fo I 
was unwilling to give them that rrou-. 
Ble : or laſtly, as ſome Apology, for | 
the incompetency of the very work | 


it ſelf; ſhall T inform you, Sir, that i| 
idle | 


 #t was only the diverſion of my 
hours ; when Thad nothing elſe to do? 


And would not this, think you, be a | 
very Civil Complement to the Reader's | jp 
underſtanding; #f what was here | 


done for my own Recreation , only 
to paſs away the time, 1 now /þ 
publiſh , for his /»/trudtion; and ſo 
emprove hi. thoughts and meditati- | 
ons: Theſe, and many more, are the 
common excuſes, our Authors _ 

make 


4 


M 


ould | 


þ- to the Reader. 


| make uſe of, #0 infinuate, that they 
NS | gre very modeſt men ; and that they 
Ny | wuld (till doe much better, if they 
is | jad taken but move time and leiſure 
es | in their Compoſition ; ard this, they 
ve» | preſume, is a ſufficient 7itle to the 
he ,| Reader's Candor and: more favoura» 
T' ble Opinion. Bat I can only tell my 
IT, | Reader, that after 1 made a Colle- 
[ | Qion of theſe Sacred Figures of Scri- 
ue | prure, and ranged them into. fome 
or | tind of order, 7 very privately con 
'k |, veyed this Scheam of Rhetorick into 
at il' the Stationer's hands, and he ſeemed 
Je | zo fanfie the Deſign ; and now, this 
? | » the reaſon, why it comes into your 
4] hands; . and, if*ti any way uſctull , 
S] to any ſort of Perſons, 1 am very 
© |- well ſatified. 'T could gather many 
Y.| more Flowers of Rhetorick , out of 


d | the fame field: but theſe 7 made 
9 | choice of , . perhaps are- ſufficient zo 
- | diſcover, that the Holy Scripture 4 
* | no barren or unfruitfull /axd ; But 
1 |, that it abounds with all ſorts of 
' | Tropes and Figures, and that it #s 
A by A. Z the- 
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the richeſt Treaſury, containing the || . 


beſt, and moſt excellent ' forms of 
Rhetorick ., of any book whatſo- 
ever; that no Gentleman has any 
reaſon to be afraid of loſing the Ele- 
gancy of his ſtyle, by a frequent Con- 
verſation with the holy Scripture ; 
which has its peculiar : Graces and 
Beauties of Eloquence ; and more &. 
ſpecially, have not Job and Iſaiah 


their lofty Flights of Fancy and Po- |- 
etry? which, to ſpeak but very mos | : 
deitly, are not unequal zo any in our:| : 


profane Authors : 7 know, there are- 
ſome of another opinion ; but then, 


aoes not their immorality 7nfluence.\ | 


their mind and does it not pive | 


fach a different coloar and a tindture | 


zo all therr imaginations, that they 
can never have the ſame reliſh and 


ſenfation of ſacred mazters ; and why | 


ſhould they entertain any honourable 
thoughts of that very Book ,. when all 


the precepts and inſtitutions of it are | 


ſach a mighty Contradidtion to their 
life and. practice > why ſhould they 


eſteem | 


"_— + S,.e 


1 4 
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Ie: 
© unlike zhe Xing's daughter, who is 
_ all glorious within, her veſture 15 of 

gold, wrought about with divers co- 


to the Reader. 


| efteem it worthy their peruſal 2 when 


rhaps their meditations por 2t, 
may be no ſmall temptation, to re- 
Rifie their vile Opinions, and diſturb 
their preſent Dreams of Happineſs , 
and at laſt, reduce them to a Pollibi- 
lity of Salvation. 

Let ethers then-{luil admire their 
heathen Rhetorick, Jet them {till 


 fanfie the facred Figures of Scripture 
.” not worthy their Conſideration ; yet, 
| ., methin&s, when T take a view of Scri- 


ture Rhetorick, and the Richneis of 
her Eloquence , ſhe ſeems to me , not 


lours, Pſalm 45. 10, & 13. 
And now perhaps this Eſſay «por 
the Tropes aud Figures of Scripture, 


may ſtill farther recommend 22 ſelf, 


to your better opinion, from the very 
uſe, and benefit of Rhetorick, in ge- 


neral; and i it not abſolutely xe- 


reſſary, to convey to others, theſe 
ſenſible Notions or Idea's of things 


a pl 
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which are preſent to our mind's 2 for | 
Diſcourſe z, or, at leaſt, ought to. 


be, nothing elſe, but the Repreſenta- 
tion, and the very Picture of our 
thoughts ; and what can more ſen- 


ſibly expreſs them to the life , than 


when a Metaphor preſents the ima- 
oes of the ſoul in ſuch an elegant and 
comely dreſs > Befrdes, to give our 
Paſſions their trueſt air and feature, 
do they not require a very different 


garb, and another mode of expreſſi- 


on, than our other thoughts , which 
ſpring only from the cooler debates 


of reaſon, and argument ? If you } 
queſtion this, 7 appeal only to the moſt |. 
natural /mpreſions of any Paſlions, | 
and whether Nature her ſelf diſco- | 


vers 20 ſenſible difference, when ſhe 
expreſſes her ſelf in a paſlionate 
way ; as, ſuppoſe now,-in a moſt vios 
lent ?ranſport of Anger ; and cannot 


you ealily, by the very Face, diſcern - 


what paſles in the ſoul of a furious 


man. Obſerve the fire, the very ſpark- 


ling of hu eyes, the wrinkles of his 
brow, 


to the Reader. 


| brow, the mo? ſudden changes of his* 
| countenance , |: the mighty eagerneſs 
ard the heſitation of his words 4 are 
wt theſe the natural expreſſions of 


| this angry Paſſion, which give us n0- 


V0 wad - 


tice of the meſt diſorderly motions of 
our ſpirits, and that the very ſtream 

of our thoughts are in a moſt violent 

ard rapid motion ; and therefore, to 
expreſs this-furious Paſſion to the ve- 

ry life ; muſt there. not be as great an 

alteration in all our words and phra- 

ſes, as there is in our very Faces and 
. Complexions? and this is enough to- 
| ſrow, that this, and every Paſſion 
|. works very differently upon our mind's, 
_ and requires different expreſſions and 
{ colours of ſpeech, to give it a ſee 
. fible repreſentation. 

. Rhetorick.. then. is a natural Lan- 
guage, and a neceſlary. Ornament 0 

Diſcourſe ; and many an honelt Gentle- 
\. man now and then. (tumbles «pon a 


||| Trope. or a Figure, who was never 


” hn £4 Lena bis Cy SH TD F _ 


| acquainted with Mr.Burtler or Farna« 
Ih by ; and. much leſs with ſuch profane 
A5 Ate - 
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Authours- zs Ariſtotle or Quin&ili- + 
an. | 
And are not Metaphors very fre- | 
quent #» holy Scriptures 2 The Pro- | 
phets thetnfelves ſeldom give wa | 
deſcription of the fury of God's diſ- + 
pleaſure; but they give him arms, | 
and hands, and deſcribe God prepa- | , 
ring his mighty inſtruments of ruine, | -» 
his \ightning,*and his thander ; and | 
by ſuch formidable repreſentations, as | 
theſe, they work more powerfully ap- | 


0-0ur minds, and there create the | : 
deeper zmpreſions of his almighty | 
Power. | 
Bat: if Rhetorical Figures are a | 
common as neceſſary ; muſt not that | 
man be very ridiculous, who examines 
every thing in a ftrit and literal 
fence 2- What ſtrange, what mighty in- | 
conſiſtent #v7zons muſt they then con- | 
verve of God himſelf, or of his divine | 
Attributes > What groſs and very ab- 
l 


furd 74ea's of his infinite Power, if they | 
fhould fanfie God cannot accomplith |* 
the vengeance of his high diſplea- | 


to the Reader: 


i- + ſure, wsthout material organs, with” 
| out arms and legs? Muſt not ſuch 
e- | a man transform himſelf into any 
| ſhape of errour and deluſion ? if he 
| pretends to maintain the dodtrine of 
i literal explications ; muſt he not 1m- 
;, | bibe the falſe opinion of every Set, 
4 | ; & often as their pernicious errours 
e, | -»are founded upon a literal ſence and 
d | meaning ? Thus the Quaker muſt be- 
as | come a Roman Catholick, becauſe , 
p | according to his Principle , he muſt 
 underſiand theſe words according to 
y '' the very letter ; this is my body ; 
| ſo muſt he Believe the bread and 
| wine Zo be ſubſtantially changed into 
it | the very body and blood of Chriſt ; 
's | and ſo at the leaſt eventually, if not 
al defignedly, he will maintain the 
\ moſt abſurd dofrine of Tranſubſtan-. 
- | tation; aud 7ruly, perhaps their 1n- 


ward /ight may prove as dangerous, 
| and not ſo diflerent from Infallibili- 
y |, ty. But ] do not charge them, as if 

1 literal expofitions of Scripture , was 
their conſtant univerſal — e: 
a at 
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But if they expound any Text fite- 4 
rally, though never ſo abſurd , and 


ſo-contrary to other places of Scri- 


pture** they may as well explain o- 


thers i» the very fame manner , till 
at laſt zhey become nothing. but mil- 
take and:contradiction. And now, if 


they will needs underſtand this Text 


literally, Matt. 5. 34. Swear not at 
all; and not as if it was only a pro- 


hibition of raſh and voluntary ſwear= |- 


ing is our common diſcourſes ; al- 
though St. Paul himſelt aſeth ax oath 
For confirmation, Rom. 1. 9. For 


God is my witneſs, whom I ſerve, 


that without ceaſing, I make menti- 
on of you always in my Prayers. 


And again, Gal. 1. 20, Now the 


things. which I write unto you, be- 


hold, before God, I lye not. Nay, | 


-even- God: himſelf, when he could 
#ot {wear by a greater, he ſwore by 
himſelf, Zeb. 6.13. This is enough 


zo ſhow, that the taking of an oath is 


not ſinfull in its own mature ; when 


Se; Paul, and. even. God almighty | 
makes. 
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makes uſe of an oath : and therefore, 
f if the Quaker wi// f#;1] expound this 


Text according to the very letter, in 
contradiction to other 7exts of ho- 


ly Scripture, and in dire oppoſition 


to the very practice of St. Paul, aud 


| even of God himſelf; he may, with 


as much reaſon, expound other Texts 
in the ſame manner; till he runs 
himſelf into. the wildeſt abſurds- 


A great Maſter of Eloquence has 


| lowg a. go made the obſervation, That 
- the Lawgiver of the Jews, meaning 
| Moſes, had a moſt incomparable #0- 
| tion of God's infinite power, when he 
- deſcribes the Almighty thus giving 


his Orders for the creation, and 


God ſays, TerioW pus, #, tyre, Let 
_ there be light, and chere was light, 
-' 4 if there was no diſtinftion between 
« his pleaſure, for the creation of any 
| Being, and the aQual formation of 


F-:4 th: ; and is not the expreſſion zt. ſelf 


|| ery ſtately, and ful of majeſty 2 for 
| he only ſays, Let there be, and. it 


Was 
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was ſo. There are other expreſſions 
no leſs emphatical, repreſenting God 
moſt infinite 7#- power and operation, 


Y 


F; 


Tſaiah 4o. 12. Who hath meaſured | 
the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meeted out the heaven _ 


with a ſpan, and comprehended the 


duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and 


weighed the mountains in Scales, 
and the hills in a balance? As 


— 


much as zo ſay, I, the Lord, only. 


have done this. And verſe 17. All 
nations before him are as nothing, 
and to whom then will you liken 
me, ſaith the Lord > 4nd, how does 
tioly David break forth iu a mighty 
admiration of his infinite power aud 


greatneſs? Pſalm 104. 1, 2,3. O 


Lord, my God | Thou art very 


great , thou art cloathed with ho- 


nour and majeſty ; who covereit 


thy ſelf with light, as with a gar- | 


ment ; who ftretcheſt out the hea- 


vens, like a curtain; who layeſt the 


beams of his chamber in the waters; - 


who maketh the clouds his chariot, 


to the Reader: 
ons % comes flying upon the wings of the: 


od | wind. What can better repreſent to 
n, | a his moſt incredible ſwiftneſs ? than 

ed 8 whey he thus deſcribes God, not only 

his flying, #ut even upon the very wings 

en ofthewind ; which ſtill grues a moſt 

he Pſenfible Idea of the quickeſt motion 

nd $ that is poflible. | 

S, Palm 50. 11, 12. ZZow does God 
As \ himſelf aſſert hzs own Supremacy 0- 

ly wer all things > T know the fowles 

\ſl _ ofthemountains, and the wild beaſts 

, | of the field are mine; If I were 

en ** hungry, I would not tell thee, for 

x5 the world is mine, and the fulneſs 

ty | thereof, 

xd Ifaiah 5.26. How does God pro- 

O-\ miſe, that he will accompliſh things 
ry molt dificult, with the greateſt eaſe 

0- and facility to himſelf 2 T will, fays 

il God, Liftupa ſign unto the nations 

r- | 2a far, I will hiſs unto them, from 

a* theends of the world, and, behold, 

Ne they ſhall come with ſpeed : God 

S; does not ſay, he will call them with 

the mighty voice of his thunder , 

| at 
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but with the leaſt kind of noiſe , as 
it were, with a whiſper; and yet e 
ven thoſe that are in the moſt di- 
ſtant places, in the remoteſt corners 
of the earth, ſhall obey the power- 
full ſummons of his votce, and pre- 
ſently come, and make their appea- 
rauces: Here you have a deſcripti- 


on with no leſs elegancy, of the : 


meſt unſearchable ways and councils 
of the great God; he made dark- 
neſs his ſecret place, his Pavilion 
round about him were dark wa- 


ters, and thick clouds of the sky : +. 


and the methods of his providence 
are very unaccountable, and paſt our 
underſtanding ; his ways are extream- 
ly private, in the dark, and in the 
deep waters, and his footſteps are 
not known. 


But becauſe ſome have the moſt ſe- 


vere, and rigid notions of God, (hall 
7 give you a talt of the ſweetneſs of 
his love and kindneſs, Tſai. 49. 15. 
Can a woman, ſays God, forget 


her ſucking child 2 Axd the queſtion 


is 


ne 
as 


| <| 


| th 
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;s propoſed, to aſſure us 'tis, at leaſt, 


\ extreamly difficult, tho:1gh not impoſ- 


fille, for a mother to break through 
the ſtrongeſt 7zes and impreſſions of 
natural affeftion ; yet even then, God 
himſelf aſſures us, though a woman 
may be ſo very barbarous, and ſo 


| inhumane to the child of her womb; 


| yet, that he himſelf, had more Bow- 


"| es, more affeition, more tender 


| compaſſions ; and could never be un- 


—. 
o 


! 


| mindfull of his children : nay, ſo 


| ſufferings, God cannot but have the 


great 2s his care, his ſollicitous con- 
cernment for them, that in all their 


ſame ſence of pain and miſery , and 
ſympathize with them in all their af- 


| flidions, ſays the Prophet , He was 


afflicted, 1/az. 47. 7. Nay, to the ve- 
ry laſt degree of kindneſs and com- 
miſeration; that no relation, how 
near ſoever, ca» have more; for like 
as a father hath compaſſion on his 
children , ſo the Lord hath pity on 
them that fear him. And Pfal. £03. 


| V. 13. if "tis yet pollible, to give a 


fuller 
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fuller ſenſe of his infimte love and. , 
affetion to us , be aſſures us , that , 
if his Church is under the lealt kind 
of ſuffering , that he himſelf 7s ex- 
treamly ſen/ible of it, even as the 
moſt tender part reſents the (malleſt 
injury ; They that rouch you, touch | 
the apple of my eye. | 
Plalm 7. 11, 12,13. God 71s there | 
repreſented, as a mighty man of | 
war, preparing to engage his enemy; | 
but yet, be is. ſo. indulgent, aud-mer- | 
cifut, that he ſeems very unwilling | 
to execute the fury of his wrath, +. 
but is ſtill in expeQtation of our con- 
verſion, that we will at lait ſue for 4 
peace, and repent, and obey him ; but 
if he will not turn, ſays David, He | 
will whet his ſword, he hath bent 
his bow, and made it ready, he hath 
prepared for him the inſtruments of 
death. —— | 
And is there not a greatneſs of 
ſpirit and majeſty in this ſhort de- 
fnition God gives of himſelf? I am 
that I am hath ſent me unto thee; | 


that (1 


FIR 
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nd 


* 
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that is, 7 am God unchangeable, the 


*, | fame yeſterday, to day and for ever, 


Ha 


tis I that fend Moſes. 

' And now perhaps theſe Texts of 
Scripture, without any more, are ſul- 
ficient to diſcover, that the Scrip- 
ture 7s ot written 2x ſo very low 


and plain a ſtrain as fome ignorantly 


imagine, aud perhaps 'tis not the 
leaſt recommendation of the inſpired 
Writings ; that no other book 7n all 
the world, can furniſh our minds with 
more diſtin and clearer Revelations 


* of his Bezng, or his divine Attributes, 


—— IR I 
» 
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10 other book can ſo excellently de- 
ſcribe the power , the majeity , the 
infinte juſtice, the mercy, and good- 
veſs of Almighty God. And now, if 
you are delirous to take a view of 
his wonders in the deep ; how ſhould 
man, without an expreis revelation 
from heaven, have been able, in the 
leait, to diſcover the incomprehenſi- 
ble My/tery of the Trinity? or how 
ſhould he, apon rhe fall of Adam, have 
been ever capable 7o dive into the 

n)\ - 
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myſterious contrivance of our Re- « 


demption ? or acquaint himſelf wth 
the reaſons of Chriſt s Incarnation, 
his Death, and Paſſion, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion. And if you pleaſe to 
take into your ſerious conſideration, 
the Divinity of ts Doctrines , what 
a noble Scheme is the Chriſtian Rel 
gion of all moral wertues, ſuch as 
a Seneca or a Plutarch ever dreamt 
of ; and what are all their Syſtems 

of Morality, in compariſon of the 
Chritian /z/titution 2 what Charity, 
what Forgiveneſs of Enemzes , what 
Provocations fo mutual Love, what 
tender Compaſſions to one another in 
diſtreſles, and miſeries, are we obli- 
ged 7o put in practice, upon every 
occaſion > yea, what Purity in all our 
thoughts, what Innocence, what Sin- 
cerity in all our Intentions ? theſe are 
all ſuch mighty Perfeftions of moral 
Vertues- as we can only learn from 


— = _————— I =——_—_ I 9 eee er re 


Scripture. Perhaps others may recom- | 


mend the practice of Yertue, from 
common decency, and convenience, or 


fron ; 


to the Reader, 


from a temporal ſatisfadtion attend- 
e- d ing the exerciſe of it , but we derive 
th l our Obligations much higher ; for if 
n, | we had only hopes of being happy in 
on | this life, we were of all men the moſt 
to | miſerable, for how does the Chriſti- 
», | an Religion extend our Proſpect be- 
at | yond the grave? and give us thoſe 
/i> | comfortable hopes of a Reſurretion, 
as | and of eternal happineſs hereafter , 
at | which the heathens did but guels at. 
ns But perhaps the ſpirit and the 1n- 
ie | imitable /fy/e of the Scripture may 
y, | fill moreeffeCtually recommend it to 
«| your peruſal; and has it not, think 
it | you, a mighty force, power, and efft- 
n | Cacy; when our Saviour began his 
[- | Inſtitution fo tbe Chriſtian Phzloſ0- 
4 phy only with this very plain and na- 
r | ked Benedidion, Bleſſed are the poor 
in ſpirit, and, Bleſſed are they that 
are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake. 
Who can believe ſuch kind of Bleſſings, 
” _ ſuch]nvitations, to embrace theterms 
* | - of the Goſpel, ſhould be ſo very pre- 
| Valent, and bring in ſuch a numerous 
| COM 
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company of Proſelytes, Jews and Gen- 
tiles > Who can believe that Chriſti- 


anity ſbould advance, and make its 


way into the world againſt the oppo- 
ſition of ſo much wit, and power, 
from ſuch ſort of encouragements ? 
Thus the very difficulty of zts moral 
Duties, and the diſcouragement of 


the Propoſals, and the mighty plain- 


'neſs of its Principles, are ſo far from 
| Being in the leaſt diſadvautageous to 
the Qhriſtian Religion, that they are 
no ſmall argument of its Divinity; 
zt being impollible zt ſhould ever make 


ſuch a progreſs in the world, unlels it .. 


had been aſſiſted by the power and 
the wiſedom of God himſelf ; and 
thus the divine Authority of its Ori- 
ginal commands our reſpect and reye- 
rence. 


And after all ; the Simplicity of | 
the Scriptural Style, is not without 
Majeſty. How plain, yet how mag- | 
nificent zs this expreſſion > I am, 


that I am hath ſent me, Exod. 3. 14. 
And now, as to the Tranſlation of 


the 


kd 
> 
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| 


to the Reader. 


the Bible it ſelf; 7 will not deny, 
but as very many places are not with- 
out a gracefull, and elegant ornament 
of expreſſion ; ſo there are ſome other 
parts, leſs artificial, neither is this ſo 
zery ſfirange ; /ince the original Lan- 
quages ſometimes carry in them a na- 
tive Grace, and Emphaſis, hardly ex- 
preſlible 2» a Tranſlation , at leaſt, 
with the very ſame beautify and ſig- 


- nificancy of ſpeech. And if our 


Tranſlators, here and there, fall be- 
low the ſpirit and the dignity of the 
Original, they are very excufable, be- 


+ cauſe they were ſometimes afraid to 


venture at a phraſe or a fineneſs of 
4 period ; Jeſt they (hould deviate 
more from the true ſence and ſ1gni- 
fication of the Text; and, after all, 
you will diſcover ſome elegant Turns, 


| and ſome Beauties of Rhetorick in the 
Tranſlations, which do not ſo clearly 
| ſhine out in the very Original, which 


[have purpoſely inſerted ſometimes, 
to ket my Reader ſee, that if our 


| Tranſlators loſe in oxe place, yet they 
| Bain in another. As 


A Preface, &c. 
As to my own part, I fhall only 


pleaſed, when any Figure was lodg'd 
«pon any Text of Scripture , that 
ſeem'd to favour and countenance any 


falſe dotrines, eſpecially the Romiſh, 
or the Socinian, that 1 might 


into them, and recover them from the 
unkind and falſe impriſonment of 
the enemy : and when ſeveral other 
Texts of Scripture were in darknels, 


and obſcurity, or under any dificulty, | 


7 have endeavour'd, to let 2» more 


light into them, by an eafie explict-. 


tion, or a ſhort paraphraſe «por the 
words ; which perbaps were not al- 
ways ſo very plain, and obvious, 
at leaſt, 70 every man's capacity 
apprehenſion.  * fo 

Sir, Twill zow trouble you no far- 
ther, but 7 hope, you will receive it 
kindly, as if in this Eſay ſome things, 
at leaſt were tolerable. 

Farewel. 


% 


take | 
an occaſion to make a little inroad 


and 


zell you this ; that I was extreamly q.— 


£ 
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E SSAY 


Upon the 


To pes ST Figures 


Contained- in the - 


| Hol Scriprures, 


| "4 TROPE. 


| þ- ; © Ire js nothing elſe , but the 
l change of a word, from its natu- 
| 


A. ral Signification , into another , 
| whereby the Idea of any thing is more 
| ſeyible to us. Inſtance, 


Matt.74: 19. And 1 will make you Filt- 


| ers of men : that is, Inſtruments of draw- 


| Ing and converting men unto God; and 
wut Saviour uſtth the term by, way of 
| B - allufion 
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allufion to them, that being their for |(o 
'Em ploy. | y pro 
Pfal. 65. 14. The walleys, fays our Pfat. | it 
-mift, ſhall and ſo thick with Corn, that| lit 
they ſhall Laugh and Sing : that 1s, A ve-| t0 
ry plentifull harveſt is the occaſion of joy | #/ 
and pleaſantneſs ; laughing or ſinging are | 0 
the.proper expreſſions of a gay and chear. | 5 
full Spirit z and fo thoſe terms applied to | YE 
other things by way of Analogy, repreſent | il 
:tous the exceflive joy and pleaſure of Plenty, | |) 
Luke 13. $32. Go, and tell that Fax, | 4 
meaning Herod, that crafty and politick | ! 
Difſembler : and the application of the | t! 
tcrm, gives us a fuller notion of his Hy. | © 
poeriſie. I 


a 

I ſhall here ſet down only three Aﬀe. 
.Ctions yay > re Trope, leaving the | 4 
fourth, to thoſe who are more indufriom | * 
to find it out : wiz. Hyperbole, Allegory, j 
' MActalepſis. | 


HYPERBZBOL &. 


_ Hyperbole , from Vipfanaw, to excced, | | 
This Figure repreſents things greater, le- | | 
ſer, or better, than they are in their ows | | 
natures; and this ſort of Trope is extreme-- 
ly uſefull, when our ordinery terms - | 
Q 4{ + 
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mer [! very weak, that they carr; in them no 


«.. 


1." rtion, With the notices of our mind ;; 
-[and fo the ſoul, for fear of ſpeaking too 


little , preſently flies out , and enlargeth 
too much ; but let no one far/ie, that the 
oe of this Figure is in the /eaf# unlawful, 
forif we ſometimes expre/s ourſelves in the 


| bighef, or in the loweſt degree imagmable, 
{ yet tis no Lye, for we have not the /eaſt 
' intention to deceive any one ; but-we on= 
| ly fly fo exrravagantly high, that our 


diſcourſe may come down with more force 
into the 99inds of our audience, and give 
them ſuch a /enſe of what we are talking, 
a8 may oblige them to conceive tis highly 
impoſſivie; or elſe to enlarge their thoughts 
about It. 

2 Sam. 1. 23. of the /atter kind, Sau 
and Fonathan were ſwifter than Eagles, 
they were ffronger than Lions : and by ſuch 
ſenſible Idea's, and familiar Reſemblances, 
you conceive ſtill but an higher notion of 
their mvighty ſfrength and eFivity. 

Gen. 32. 12. Thy Seed ſhall be as the 
Sand of the ſea, which cannot be numbred 
for multitude; and the Compariſon only 


- implies, that his family ſhould be exceeding 


Aumerous. 
PAL ro7. 26. The Waves of the ſea 


Mount up to Heaven, and go Down again 
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fo the Deep; that is, the foaming Watery | 
ere carried up exceedingly high , and they 1. 
tumble down again into the /oweft places 
of the Earth. See Lake 1o. 15. to the| 
Fame purpoſe. 

Rom 9.3. Icould Wiſh that my ſelf were 
Accurſed from Chriſt , and as One cut of 
from the Communion of his Church , for 
-1y Brethren and Kinſmen according to the 
Feſh; which Wiſh was abſolutely a thing 
impoſſible; yet ſuch a kind of Imprecatin 
*could-not but give the Fews, an infinite 
'Aflurance of St. Paul's exceſſive Love and 
-Charity to them. See Fobn 21. 25, the 
World it Self could not Contain the books 
that foould be written ; a figurative expreb. | 
fion very /arge. | 

Gen. 11. 4. Let uw Build a Tower, 
whoſe Top may reach up unto Heaven: that 
is, riſe up exceeding high, and lofty. 
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There are two ſorts of this Figure Hj- 
perbole ; Auxeſis, and Meiofis. 


= ov Sa tt *, 


Auxeſis, James 4. 1. From whence come Wars 
end fightings among you? Wars is a word 
that carries in the very ſound of it a pub- 
lick Diſpute and Eg agement of Nations 
againſt one another ; but the term here is 
only made uſe of, by way of —_— 

and +1 - 
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aters | and ſignifies the private quarrels and enj- 


l 


mſities of Chriſtians among themſelves. 
Judges 5. 4, 5- Lord, when thou Mar- 


 chedſt out of Edom, the earth Trembled , 


ond the heavens Dropped, the clouds alſa 
Dropped with water, the mountains Melted 
beforetbe Lord: Not that all theſe wonder. 


full Effetts did then a&rally come to paſs; 


but they are here /pecified, to give us a 
mighty notion of God's preſence, and how 
the moſt /acred Majeſty of it ſtrikes an uni- 
ver/al Fear,and Conſternation every where, 


Mcanfis, a Figure of diminution, when Meiofs. 


we aſe a /e/s word or expreſſion, than the | 


' watter TeQuITES, 


James 4. 17. To him that Knoweth to 


| die Good, and doth it Net , to Hims it is 


Sin; but not a /i» of the /eaf# degree, as 
the phraſe at firſt ſight, ſeems - to import ; 
but of a very great Aggravation, being a- 
gainſ{ Reaſon and Reflettion, and fo a vee- 
I} dangerous and preſumptive /, 

Matt. 5. 19. Whoſoewer ſhall break one 
of the leaſt of theſe command:inents, and 
ſpall teach men ſo, ſhall be rhe Leaſt in 


the kingdom of Heawves : td © nandioge 


TU Y Th Cami. roy £52vay* 4 VETy Toft ex- 
preſſion, and much milder than ſuch ſore 


of. falſe Teachers can pretend to deſerve z 
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but indeed it (ignifies,fuch ſhall be account- | 
1 


ed as nothing , and inſignificant, in the 
Church of God. 

1 Cor. 10. 5. But ith Many of them 
God was not Will pleaſed: A very ſoft 
and favourable expreſſion, God was not 
well pleaſed, 4s eSoxns:y 6 ©86g* Whereas 
it is very plain by the Conſequence , that 
he was exrremely angry , inſomuch that jn 
the fury of his diſpleaſure, they were pre. 
fey cut off and deſtroyed in the wilder. 
Heſs. 

Matt. 3. 11. But he that Cometh after 
Me is Mightier than I, whoſe Shooes Iam 


not Worthy to Bear : This was ſpoken by. 
Se. Fehn, not without the greare/? Rnſe |. 


of his. own anworthineſs; even to that 
degree, that he thinks himſelf not worthy 
to perform the offices of the meaneſt Ser- 
vant, for his Blefſed Saviour 7e/as Chrif. 

1 Sam 24. 15. After whom is the King 
come out ? after a Dead dog , and after s 


Flea: The moſt incon/iderable fort of Crea- | 


zure. See 2 Sam.g. 8. and 16.9. 
Numbers 13. 33. We ſaw Men, and 
were as Graſhoppers before them : A peo- 


ple of the eaſt ſ1ze and figure in compart | 


{on of them. 
Matt. 2. 6. And thou Bethlehem , in the 


land of Juda, art not the Leaſt among the | 
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| Princes of Tuda: $Muds EAR nacH ﬆj - which 


js by no means a term of Jimmution ; but, 
on the contrary , it rather ſjgnifies, . thou 
art very great and honourable, upon the 
Birth of our Saviour, being the place of 
his Nativity. | 

Iaiah 40. 19. All Nations before me are 
& Nothing ; and they are conmed-to him ,. 
Leſs than Nothing and vanity: AS if In 
reſpeft of God's Swperlative Greatneſs, it 
was not /ufficzent, to fay the whole Unt- 
verſe was nothing : But ſtill the Prophet 
goes Farther, and fſays,. it was leſſer, even 


than Nothing; to give us a faler ſenſe, If 
| poſible, what an Inconſiderabe thing the 


whole World 1s. 


- .. PAl. 22, 6. The Royal P/almift ſiyles- 


hinſelf 2 Worm, and no Man, 

Gen. 18. 27. Now have I taken upon 
we to Speak unto the Lord, which am but 
Duft and Aſhes : A Preface of the higheſt 
ſnſe of his ow# Unworthineſs ; as if Ado- 


| ſes had faid, What, ſhall T preſame to plead 


with the, great God, who am.vi/e Earth, 
and, which is wor/e, a moſt miſerable Sin- 
ner? — Oh, let not the Lord be angry. 
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An Alegory isthe Continuation of a Me: 
taphor, and as that conſiſteth, inthe tray/. 


lation of one word, from the proper ſignifi | 


cation of it ;' ſo the Allegory tranſlates 
many terms; from their native ſenſe and 
meaning; this Figure muſt not- be inter- 
preted according to the 7:6 and literal 
ſignification , but with reſpeft to a meta: 
phorical ſence emmently contained init. 
- Matt. 3. 12. Whoſe Fay « in higHand, 
ard be will thoughly Purge bas Flour, and 
Gather the Wheat into has Garner, but he 
will Burn up the Chaff with Unquenchable 
fire « this- 15 all-ſpoketi'' in a#u/con to-the 
righteoxs and to the wicked, who: ate' here 
termed the wheat'and theichaf*: and' the 
Figure explains what a d:/crimination and 
ditterence, God will at the laſt day make 
between them, upon his 7parrial diſtribu: 
tion of Rewards, and Puniſhments. 
'Pfalm 1.''He# fhall'be: as' d Tree planted | 


by the rivers of waters, that bringeth forth 


fruit in bs ſeaſon, his 'Leaf alſo ſhall'wt S 


wither , and whatſoever he doth, it ſhall 


_ proſper; 1ntimating to us, under this ſenſi-: | - 


ble Allegory, the happy and flouriſhing 
condition of the godly Man, 


Galt. - 


» 
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Galat.4. 25. Thi Agar az mount Sinai, . 


| (in Arabia , and anſwereth to Feruſalem 
| that now 3s: that is, Agar bears ſome pro- 


ortion to the earthly Feruſalewm of this 
Age ; for as the Zews, fo all that ſpring 
from Agar, are under a /ervile ſtate. But 
then, Verſ- 26. Jeruſalem which is from 
Above, is free, which is the Mother of ws 
all : but there is another Church, namely, 
the Chriſtian , anſwerable to Sarah ; and 
as all born of Sarah were free, ſo all Chri- 
fians, now living under the milder diſpen- 
fations of the Goſpel, are perfettly ſet 
free from /piritual bondage. In ſhort, A- 
gar, by: way of Allegory, repreſents to us 
the fate of the Fewiſh Church, who are 
in a ſervile condition ; but Sarah denotes 
the Chrifian Church , which is in a per- 
fect ftate of freedom, and not in the leaſt 
obliged to obſerve the ceremonial Law of 


_ Miſes. 


Matt. 13. where you obſerve, the ſows 
me of Seed repreſents -the difſeminati- 
on of the Word of God ; which impro- 


| wed, or miſcarried, in proportion, as the 


beart of the Believer was more, or leſs pre+ 


fared for it. But ſome fell on the Good 


ground: that is, ſome were of-a good and 
_ Vertuous diſpoſition of mind, and there 


the Doftrines of Chri/#, here called the 
By ſpiritual. 
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ſpiritual Seed , did ſpring up in their | aq 
ouls, and thrive and grow. exceedingly | ti! 
well; and they became extraordinary Pro- | th 
feſſors of Chriſtianity. be 

Eccleſ. 12. there is a very elegant Des. 
fcription of the many Infirmities of Old. i 
age carried on Allegorically: Verſe 2, | 
While the Sun is not dark ; that is, while | & 
thy Reaſon and Underſtanding is bright | y 
and vigorous within thee, Verf. 3 ben | 
tbe Keepers of the bouſe ſhall tremble ; that | y] 
is, the Hands which keep and defend the | 7 
Body, ſhall grow weak and languiſhing, } t 
and the ſtrong men ſhall bow them» | { 
ſelves, that is, the Leggs., through the | 
Infirmity of Ape, ſhall not be able to ſup- | | 
port themſelves, but fink under the bur- | | 
then. and fail, and the Grinders ſhall | 
ceaſe, becanſe they are =_ ; that 1s, not {0 
many in Number, and very much decayed | | 
in. their ſtrength and firmneſs. ——and | ( 
they. wax dark that look out at the win- | | 
dows; which very well expreſſeth the dim: | | 
neſs.of ſight, and theEyesbeing, as it were, | | 
the windows of the Body. - —Verſe 4 | 
and the Doors ſhall be ſhut without, by the | 
baſe ſounding of the Grinding ; that is, the | 
A4outh, and Lips, and Jaws, ſhall fall in, | | 
and. cloſe and contra themſelves, not be-- | 
Ing able to keep their diſtances, and open 
| -; $010 88 
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their | and.chew any more; as being much more 
gy | tired, through the failure of: Teeth, that 
Pro. they cannot without much time and 1a- 
- | bour perform their Offices —— xd he ſhall 
De- if up at the voice of the bird; that is, the 
| od man ſhali be more watchfull, and - 
e 2. | without ſoundneſs of Sleep,. and ſo- pre- 
hile | fently. awaken at the Jeef# noiſe, at the - 
gue men aq yg G __ : 
en | Daughters of nouſick [heii ve brought tow, . 
hat ay , the _ - the i decay, 
the | and now are unable to create;and ſend out © 
ng. | the pleaſant and harmonious founds in 
em | finging and the man ſhall. be afraid. 
the | of bigh places; that is, the -poor old man 
IP-. | ſhall tremble to go up into any high place, 
Uur- | for fear his Head, through weakneſs, turns - 
al | gia , and he fall and tumble downagain.. 
w, 5. And the Almond-tree ſhall flouriſh, 
ed | that is, his Head ſhall be as white with: - 
nd Gray-hairs, as the Bloſſoms ofan Almond- . 
m- | tree ——and the graſs-bopper ſhall be a + 
lr | burthens that is, the old man ſhall be fo: + 
©, | much decayed, and fo extremely weak , 
+ | thathe cannot ſuſtain the weight. of. the 
* | lighteſt burthe— 
e | Inke 1 5. You have there an Incompas- © 
'; | able Inſtance of God's Mercy and! Come 
| paſſon to Penitent Sinners, very lively de- 
F {crjbed, under the notion of a tender and 
'#  affecti>- 


| I: 


- Divine Eloquence. 


-2f&Rionate=Father, ito His prodigal'Soif, | Hir 


-kisformer-life ot hikes ef 
- And,*What is the whole Book of Cax- 
ticles, but a-continued Metaphor-2 where 
che ſiweet- ©onferefice-- between Chriſt 
and his Church,” is? repreſttited - in iſtich 
words and expreflions; as'feem'orily proper 
to Man and: Wife; and*therefore' Chrift 
condeſtends to expreſs himſelf in the ſame. 
familiar-diale&t ; to give us the beſt aſſi. 
rance- of -his-infinite-Love 'and AﬀeCtion 
"Afott. 25:-1." Where you have the late 


upon 'his Recovery -atid' Reformatiofi of 


of the Church repreſentet - in the Chars> 


er of '8 Wedding;' and with the-uſinl 
Ceremonies belonging -to 1t';' and” the 
whole Allegory, as'to'the Morality off it, 
may-ſuggeſt thus much'; that 'tis not fuf- 
fitient | for! 1s to be once prepar'd anddif. 
poſed to folow Chriſt; unleſs we! alfo'per- 


ſevere in our Courſe after - him.”+ Now 


ther, the Bridegroom is: Chrift himſelf, 
the 77e of the Wedding is at his /aſt co- 
ming; the zipht'is the melancholy ſtateand 
condition of the Church in'theWorld z the 
Virgins are'they that make profeſſion of the 
purity of the Goſpel,: and the-wiſe Vir- 
gins-are the zrae Believers, that are con- 
fantly provided in their Hearts;to —_— 
1591 im 


| 
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fim at his coming, making an holy Life 
and Practice their daily Bufineſs, through 
the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace , which is 
the O:/ that burneth, howſoever it be not 
always-in-aCtual exerciſe z but the- fooliſh 
ones- are- they' in the Church; who have 
been very negligent'to excite- and cheriſh 
the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit : 
the Lamps 'are their Hearts, which are 
unprovided , the Slumber is their Remiſs- 
meſs and Ceflation from continual exerciſe 
of Piety, without expeation of Chriſt's 
ſudden appearance, cauſed chiefly through 
the Infirmity of the Fleſh ,'- that-is una- 
cive*and tired out through-his long de- 


The Holy Scripture is very full of Al- 


legories of all ſorts : See Fob 20. 12,13. 


=—C*., 20,-—Cc. 28. Y.9. P/al-23. 


v. 8,'9;" #0, Prov. 3.8. I/ai.. I. $56, 7. 
-—30, 30. Matt.3.10,12. ---5-13.--7 3:4» 
$,6.---9.14. Luk 9.62. Rom.11.16,19,18. 
But I ſhould be too tedious ſhould I give 


you an accurate view of the particular In- 


ances belonging to this Figure, 
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of a Trope. 
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MHETALEPSIS. 


Metalepſis multiplies a Trope in one 
word , when one improper term ferves to 
expreſs another by it, till you arrive at the 
moſt proper one of all. © 

Matt. 21. 20. 4/1 the City 25 moved; 
The --word City here ſignifies Feru/alem; 
the general term comprehending the par- 
ticular, by Synecdoche geners , and Feru- 
ſalem denotes the "6, Pig of it, by a 
Metonymy. of the Subjet, 

Lament. 4. 4. The tongue of the ſuck- 
ing child cleaweth to the roof of his mouth 
for very thirſ# : here firſt, by the extreme 


thirft of the ſucking Infant, is ſignified | 


the barren and dry breaſts of the Mother; 
and byher Want of Milk, extreme Hun- 
ger and Famine; and by Famine, the di/- 
wal Poverty and Miſery of the People. - 


There are four ſorts of a Trope, Me | 


tonymy, Irony, Metaphor, Synecdoche. 
METONTMY. 


Metonymy, of the cauſe, when the name 
of the very Perſon ſerves to expreſs the 
2c}, or operation, procecding from him : 


thus, The |. 


. | jegenerate Man : See Luke 1, 46, 47- 


Divine Eloquence. 


The Hely Spirit ſometimes ſignifies 0n- 
repeneration,0r 4 new birth which is the 


| 5 iar efficacy. of the third Perſon in the 


eſſed Trinity. | 

Pſal. 51. 10. Renew a Right ſpirit with- 
in we: and to the very ſame purpoſe ſee 
Exch. 36. 26. Eph. 4. 23. Rom. 12. 2. 
all which places. ſeem to imply nothing 
tf than a oral change wrought in our 
Souls by the. Influence of divine grace, 
whereby we become regenerate or borw 

an. 

1 Theſſ. 5. 19. tis the admonition of 
St. Paul, not 10 quench the Spirit, 74 ay69- 
ut wy oBeyrore, 2 ſimilitude borrowed from 
the fire of the ancient Altars, which was 


| continually to be preſerved alive; and fo 
here, he muſt not extinguiſh the Gifts of 
the Spiriz, but keep them. in conſtant exer-- 


ciſe, ſuch are Grace, Charity, meekneſs, 
&, - See Matt. 25.8. 


2 Tim, 1.6. The very ſame Apoſtle com-- 


mands us to- ſtir up the Gzfr of the Holy 
Spirit, that is, Grace, or Faith, or Godl;- 
m/s, or ſome other divine Quality which 
excited .in us by the mighty energy, pow 
er, or operation of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Spirit alſo ſometimes ſignifies a divine 
power Or energy. reigning in the Soul of the 


My 


16 


Divme Eloquence. 
My foul doch magmnifie the Lord, and my 


ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my Sawviouy, 


There are not a few other places of Scri. 
pture where you will tind the word, Spirir, 
is often made uſe of, to expreſs -the new 
Man, and ſpiritual firength , Rom, I. 9; 
Galat. 3. 3. Ads 17. 16. 

2 Kings 2. 9: It was the earneſt requeſt 
of - Eliſha to Elijah, let a double portion of 
thy Spirit be upon we; that 1s, give me 
an extraordinary meaſure of the gift of 
Prophecy, and power in working Mira: 


cles, which are-here called: the portion of 


tby Spirit , as being the peculiar gifts of 
the Holy Spirit conferred upon us. See 
Num. 11. 25. 2 Kings 4. 1, and 42. 

Dan. . 12. Daniel had a more excel- 
lent. /pzrir , that is, .a more eminent gift 
of the ſpirit, more knowledge , and more 
underſtanding. 

Numb. 11. 25. The Spirit of the Lord 
reſted upon the ſeventy Elders; that is, the 
Gift of Prophecy and Prediction. 

Acts 19. 2. We have not ſo much 4 
beard , whether there be Any Holy Ghoſt : 
that is, we are very much Strangers to the 
virtue, power, or influence of him. And 
you find afterwards, they received the Ho 
ly Ghoſt ; that is, the divine Inſpirations 
of him, which did eminently appear in the 


ift 


| 


' 


Divine Eloquence. 
Gift of Janguages and of power of working 
Miracles, and. other kind of Wonders. To 
the ame purpoſe, ſee AFs r. 5. Jo.7. 39. 

Rev. 1. 10. 1 was n the Spirit ; that is, 
inaRapture or Ecftafie, in which the Un- 
deritanding is exalted after a wonderfull 
manner, to the Contemplation of Hea- 
renly things. 

Ezek. 39. 1. The hand of the Lord car- 
ried me out in the Spirit of the Lord; that 
is, by a vi//on occaſioned by him; where 
you ſee, in both theſe places , the Spzrit , 
the efficient Cauſe, is put for the Efed&s 
proceeding from b1m. 

Luke 16. 29, They have Moſes and the 


_ Prophets; that is, the Books of doſes ; 


where by a Metonymy of the efficient 
(Caf, the Aurbor is put for his Pritings. 
See Luke 24. 27. wo ET 
- Eph. 4, 20. But ye have not fo learned 
Chrift; that is, the Goſpel and' Do&rines 
E&livered by him. © 
"| AQts 2. 4. They began to 
ther tongues; that is, with 
of languages. co a 
Prov." 25.15: A Soft Tongue breaketh 


ſpeck with O- 
21ff erent ſorts 


tbe Bones ; that is, s mild and courteous 


way of ſpeaking, ſoftens the hardeſ# Heart, 


and moſt obinare Refolutions; where you 
Ke, in- borb theſe places:of Scripture, the 


in(tru- 


Divine Eloquence. 


:n/irumental Cauſe ſignifies. the Efe&-it 
If produced by it. 


Gen. II. I. And the whole earth was of 


One lip ; that is, of one language, and y- 
niform way of ſpeaking; I»/frumentum 
pro Effettu ipſo. 2, 

Job 31. 6. Let God weigh me in an « 
ven Balance; the inftrument of Equity 
and Juſtice, for equity it ſelf; and fo 4h. 
out a Metaphor, the Phraſe ſignifies no 
more, but, Let God try and examine me 
impartial. ee 

Ezek. 7.15. the Sword is without, and 
the Peſtilence and the Famine within ; that 


is, death, and ruin,is ſcattered every where; 


and is ſignifted by thoſe which are the uns 
happy inſtruments of it. | | 
Matt;-10. 34. 1 came not to ſend Peach, 
but @ Sword at is variance, and death, 
and perſecution; inſtrumentum, pro Ry ef- 
fetta. Not that our Saviour's Coming 
was the proper Cauſe of /uch Unhappineſs; 


+ but fo it ſhould eventually happen out up- 


Metonymy 
of the Mat- 
fer. 


on his appearance in our Nature , becauſe 
his Kingdom was of another World, and 


fo extreamly contrary to all the deſigns and 


intereſt of the preſent World. 


Metonymia Materiz, when the very 
name of the watter ſignifies the very thing 


made |. 


m—_—_ 


- 


| 
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It [made and faſhioned out of it ; thus, 

\ Pfal. 815. 4. Their Idols are Silver and 
as of Gold . 
d U-] Dan. 5. 4. They praiſed the Gods of I- 
V0 | 1 and Braſs; that is, made out of thoſe 
metals. | | | 
% &| Gen. 3.19. Duſt thou art, that is, tho 
uity | :rt formed out of it. 
wth. | Pl. 105.18 He was laid in Iron, that 
00 | 5s, in Chains of Iron. 


Metonymy of the effe&, when the thing Metonymy 
and | cauſed þ pat for the xd Cauſe of it. +; — 
hat Gen. 4. 13. My Puniſhment, ſays Cain, 
TT | is greater than I can bear, that is, my ini- 
ul | quity is greater than can he forgiven, 
; There puniſhmest ſignifies the, very /» it 
", | felf, as the immediate Conſequence of it, 
m,| 2 Kings 4. 40. there is Death in the 
J- | Pu; meaning ſome moſt deffru#ive and 
v5 | poiſonous thing, which cauſerh Death. 
1s; | John 19. 3. And this is life Eternal, 
'P* | that they may know Thee , the only true 
fe | God; that is, the Knowledge of God and: 
nd | his Son Teſws Chriſt, isthe principal Cauſe 
nd | of everlaſting Salvation to all that live /ut- 
ably to thoſe notices. 
Luke 2. 30. My eyes have ſeen thy Sal- 
vation, 73 oulieciy os * £NAt 15, Our Saviour 


bimſelf, the Aurhor of it. So Gen.49.18. 
| T have 


> && <Y 
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Metonymy 
of the Sub- 


Jet, 
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IT have waited for thy. Salvation ; 


that is, 


the promiſed Meſſiah. So 1/ai. 49. 6. All 
fleſh ſhall See the Salvati:n of God ; that 


IS, 4 Saviour, 


Gen. 25. 13. Two Nations are in thy 
wornb; that is, the Fathers of twa Nati» 


ons, Eſau and Faceb. 


Rom. 7. 9. Is the law ſin? faith our 
Apoſtle ; that is, Is the Law it felt the 
proper cauſe of Sin ? or, I5 there any ſuch 
malignity in the very nature of it, as pro 


duceth any ſuch Effet 2 


x Cor. 10. 13. Let every one Pleaſe his 
Neztghbour for Good, to Kdification ;. that 
is, ſo behave himſelf inall things of mmaife 


ferency, that ſuch a deportment may be the | 


cauſe of their good w1ll and pleaſure, and 


purcha@ their favexr and kind opizzion of 


us. S0 Roms. 15. 2. 


A Metonymy of the Subject 


- when 


the Subject is made uſe of, to ſignifie the 
accident or quality inberent In It. 
Prov. 6. 32. whoſo committeth Adultt 
ry with a woman, wanteth a Heart ; that 
iS, wi/dom and uuder/tanding : fo he that 
truſteth in his own heart, 2. e. in his own 


diſcretion and prudence. 
Pfal. 9.9. the heart is put 


for the 


thoughts and inclinations of it, P/a/m 62. 


S. — 142. 2, 


Con . ; 


I 


£ 
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Continens, Pro Re contenta. T - thing 
"I | containing 
Luke 22. 17. He took the Cup, and," {> 


gave thanks , aÞjeuy* Where the -cup IS',, ching is 


put for the /zquor contained in It , as Is ſelf con 
more plain from v. 18 I will not drink of *ained. 
the Fruit of the Vine. Thus in the Bleſſed 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, this cup 
is the N. Teſt. in my bJood, not the veſſel 
it ſelf, but the /7quor in It. 
The Place fignifies the Thing or Perſon The place 
In that place. ſerves to 
Matt. 8. 34. The Wholecity went out to #enote any 
meet him : Locws, pro Incolis, So Mark * '” De 
1.33. Ifaj. 38. 18. The Grave cannot © EY 


! Praiſe thee : they that are dead, and buri- 


ed, are incapable of it. 

Gen. 7. 1. Come thou, and All thy houſe, 
into the ark ; thou and all thy family. 

Pfal. 69, 22. Let their Table be made a 
Snare to them; that is, Let their meats 
and drink, prove dangerous to their health 

and happineſs. 

Wo unto thee Cora%im, wo unto thee 
Bethſaida. So Matt. 10. IF. 4.8. 
Where the places ſignifie the inhabitants of 
them, and thoſe heavy judgments denoun- 
ced againſt their impenztency and diſobedi- 
ence, | 


Luke 


22 


More properly ſay, he is in heaven. 


Figure, and that the words muſt be taken 
in. |. - 


Divine Eloquence. 


Luke 15. 18, I have ſinned againſt | 
Heaven, that is, God himſelf ; for altho 
he is Omnipreſent, and fo in a/ places of 
the World at the very /ame time, yet if 
we can ſay God dwells any where, we may 


The name of the things repreſented i 
_ uſed to expreſs the /zgn of it;| 
thus , 

Ezek. 9. 27. The Prince ſhall be Cloathel 
With Sadneſs and deſolation ; that is, with 
ſ«ch garments, as are the proper expreſſions 
or ſions of mourning and lamentation, 

ark 14. 22. Feſws took Bread, ani 
bleſſed it, and Brake it, and gave it to by 


diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, This u my bw | 


dy : where the Verb ſubſtantive, zs, mult 
not be taken in the ſtri&teſt ſence ; but 
there it muſt be expounded thus, this Bread 
is repreſentative of , or ſignifies my Body 
broken, being to you all, a ſenſible ſign-0t 
reſemblance of it. ine is ſometimes cab 
led Chriſt's Blood. | 

— Matt. 26, 25, 28. Our Saviour 740 
rhe Cup and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink 
ye all of it ;, for this is my Blood : whichis 
a figurative expreſſion ; Nomen rei ſignate, 
pro Signo; and how very abſurd is the 
Conſequence, if you ſuppoſe there is.n0 


Divme Eloquence. 


inf |in their literal ſtriQteſt ſence 2 For then the 


Itho' 
'S of 
et if 
may 


d i 
| it; 


em 


Article, 7his,referrs to the cup, and o, his 
ap is my blood ; which is ſuch an Abſur- 
dity, that to avoid ſuch a plain Contradi- 
(tion, we muſt confeſs, that nothing elſe can 
with any tolerable ſence,be there ſignified by 
thoſe words ; but that the ize contained 
in the Cup, repreſents , or is a »1anife/# 
fgn of my blood : And that this is a :r#e 
and proper explication of the words , 1s 
ſtill more plain from the next Verſe, 4.29. 
where our Saviour aflures his Diſciples , 
that although he commands them «// to 
drink of itz but, ſays he, I will drink 10 
wore of the Fruit of the vine ; where he 


] himfelf plainly calls it wie, immediately 


after-he gave it to his Diſciples, alchough 
it ver{. 2.8. he calls it his b/ood. But 1 
referr you to a Treatiſe upon this Subjett 
written by his Grace, the Arch Biſhop of 
Cant, where this abſurd Doftrine of 
Tranſubſtantion is ſufficiently expoſed. 
Gen. 15. 10. This is my Covenant, E- 
very Male-child ſhall be —— - 
where Circumciſion , the Sign or Condition 
of it, is yet called the Covenant it ſelf. 

1 Sam. 18.7. Saul hath ſlain his T hou» 
ſands, and David his Ten thouſands: Me- 
tonymia Subjecti, Dux, pro Exercitu; the 
Armies of theſe two Generals had done 
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of the 
Adjun@. 


The Sign 
for the 


Thing ex- the very Thing ſignified by it. 


preſſed by 


37. 


Power. - 
John 12. 29. Save me from this hour; | 


89. 4. 
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Metonymy of the AdjunF ; when that |. 


which belongs to any thing, ſerves to re 
preſent the thing it ſelf : thus, | 
They ſhall bring down my Gray-hain 
with ſorrow to the Grave ; that is, me, 
that now am Gray and o/d in years. 


- Gen. 31. 53. Faceb ſware by the Fear | 


of his father Iſaac ; that is, by the God, 
whom Iſaac feared. 

2 Kings 20. 1. Set thine houſe in order; 
meaning his houſhold affairs. © pe 


The time is put for ;hings that are dow, | 
or are #» time. | =. 

My Times are in thy Hands; that is, 
my /ife and continuation of it 1s in thy 


muſt undergo at zbat very time. _ 
Eph. x. 16. The Days are evil ; that is, 
The 22ex: of theſe times are ſo. | 
Job 32. 5. I ſaid, Days ſbould ſpegk, 
and Multitude of years ſhould Teach wiſ- | 
dom : that” is, en of great age and expe- | 
rience ſhould inſtruct us. i wo 
The Sign is commonly uſed to expreb | 


that is, from that. 4govy and Paſſion I | 


A. Throne is put for a Kingdom, Plalm 


Scepire |_ 


*. 


, 
Y 
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Sceptre ſignifies regal Power, Gen. 49. 
tu, 10. The Sceptre ſhould not depart from 


Fudah, 
. Rom. 13. 4. He beareth not the Sword 


is | in ain; that is, power and authority. 


Phil. 2. 10. At the Name of Feſus eve- 


| ry knee fball bow; that is, at the Perſon, 
| when his »ame is mentioned. 


The Goſpel of Uncircumcifion was com- 
mitted to me, as the Goſpel of Circumciſion 
was to Peter ; that is, Paul had the [ame 
Commiſſion, to go and inſtruct the Ger 
| tiles, as Peter had, to teach the Jews 
theſe two terms being ſigns of diftin#ion 
between them, Circumcifion, and Uncir- 
eamciſion, 5 
* His enemies lick the Duſt; a ſign. of 


; | ſavery and ſubjetion, and fo ſignifies their 


| enemies ſhould be /aves to them. | 

_ Lament. 2. 10. The elders of the daugh- 
ters. of Sion ſit upon the Ground, and keep 
Silence; they bawe caſt up dirt upon their 


; beads, they have girt themſelves with ſack- 


cath, the virgins of Jeruſalem hang down 


. | their beads to the ground : meaning, they 


; werein mighty ſorrows and afflitions, de- 
; ſcribed very ſenſibly. by all theſe monruful 


we 


| figns and repreſentations. 


C Ante 
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| Avtecedent, or that which goes before, | 


js put for the Conſequent of it : Thus; 
Rom. 2. 5. After thy impemtent heart, 


treafureft up wrath unto thy ſelf; that is) | 


Puniſhment , as the natural reſult of our 
<difobedience. | 


He that eateth or drinketh unworthih, 
eateth and drinketh damnation : but the | 


word «pe implies no more than juds. 
- ment or condemnation, which are antece. 
dent to his damnation hereafter. 
Pfal. 105. 44. He gave their labour ay- 
0 the locuſt ; where labour fgnifies , the 


profit and benefit ariſing from 1t, the very 


fruits of all their /aboxy and induſtry, 
*- Prov. 24. 27. It # nat good to know th 
face in judgment ; not that the bare notice, 
-oT the acquaintance with a Perſon, was it- 
convenient in it ſelf : but there is an unhap- 


_ py Conſequence often attends, which is 


favorr and parttality\, to him, in matters 
of judgment and juſtice. 


IRONIE: 


' ronie is a ſort of a Trope or Figure, by 
which we fpeak' contrary to our vet} 
Thoughts ; ſaying one thing, but meaning 
whatis-very different to it. 


2 Sam. |- 


Dn diſks 


Divine Eloquence. 
- 2 Sam. 6. 20. How glorious was the 


| Hed i Uſreel to day x that is, how ſhame- 


fail? how diſhenourable 7. *.. Ie the Con- 


tat. 
Job x 13. 2. No doybt but ye are the peo- 
th, «ng wiſdom ſhall die with you.: as if he. 
- You, ſurely, fagſie your ſelves to be 
eutregadly wiſe 5 and that, all. widom ſhall 


Miſh wigh-pou ; which is a tacit xeprehen- 


of their imprydent. cenſure, 'in accu 
oy Job of ſome. e impK), as if God's 
Fs him was an infallible ſigh 
bs wide "a : this very opinion is 
Luke 13. 4 | 
-:=y EN 39. Behold this Maſter of 


7 dreams cometh : : this. -Was, faid not. without 
.foora, ang Sorts af foſeph, 


when th 6ir-opirzon of -his Interpreta tion 
tout them, was ai vt 6 
* AOS » 4 Come £0 Bethel, and tranſ- 


gr rltiply zranſgre/ſwns, and 


Rg.9 Wye -RYGLY. 1uarning.: AS 1 
et ſaid, Come, Make haſt, and 
make #7 ehargtvon to offer . Sacrifiges in 
jour worſhip,of {dols : but then remem- 
er, you. hall not go xpurited for theſe 
Ges, And fo At. hy, fght the words 
Fan to a to begs king of Yaitarion to the 
J; yet really. they are 
* OM. "mga. 


Eeclef. 


"2 7 


2D 
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''Eccleſ. t1. 9. Rejoice, O young man, iy 


"Now what literal Expoſitor would not 
-preſently take this advice of Solomon to the 
young man , to be a very great encoy. 


Tagement , now he is in the flower of his | 
youth, to make the very beſt xe of his | 


time, and to purſue all kind of ſenſual plea. 
ſures? and yet, Are they not the ſeveref 
check imaginable, to ſtop the courſe of his 
'finfull Life ? —— But know thon, thit 


for all theſe things, God will bring thee into | 


Judgment : This indeed 'was an amazing 


Sentence ; and ſufficient, one would 7bint, |. 


to ſtrike his Soul, and force her to conſider 
the dangerous conſequence of Sin. Go on, 
but yet remember, there is a day of judge- 
.mext, when you muſt give a moſt ſever: 
account , of all your Exceſs and Senſuah- 
ty, to the ſapream Judge of Men and An: 
gels, Fore 991 b 
r Kings 18. 27. Thus Zlyjeb adviſcth 
the Prophets of Baal, Cry aloud, for be 13 
a God, either he is talking, or he is purſts 
ing, or he 1s in a journey, or peradventure 
he fleepeth , and he muſt be awaked ; Asif 
the Prophet ſaid, Cry aloud, ye Frogs 

for perhaps your God is fu} of & 
an) - 


1 
£ 


thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in the) 
Ways of thy youth, and walk in the ways of | 
thy heart, and in the ſight of thy eyes: 


6 Ladd 


meh | 
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'h bear the ſound of your Voices. Cry. 
- cloud, perhaps. your God is in a full pur- 
ſuir of .his enemies; .or poſſibly he may be. 
ſleepy. and drowzte, and. you mult awaken. 
him by your exceſſive Noiſes. . And it. 
came to paſs, that Elijah mocked ; and the. 
Event was a.very- ſufficient demonſ?ration- 


of it, 


2 Cor. .12. 13. #hat was it wherein, 
mu. were inferiour to other Churches, except 
it be, that 1 my ſelf was not burthenſome to 
yu? forgive me this wrong : as if S. Paul 
faid, You differ from #o Church planted 
by ary, of the Apoſtles, bit only in this oze. 


* particular , that I. ppt you to »o kind of 


charges for the. relief of my Neceſſities ; 
and.this, I hope, was fach a. kind of :nju-. 
ry, fuch a trouble, as you, I ſuppoſe, can 


 efily pardon. Forgive me this wrong , 


that .I was not ſo very chargeable to you , 


Churches. . This was .a very gentile and 
pleaſant way of reprebenſzon , and carries 
wth it more force and: power of Convitti- 
on, than a more ſerions way of argumen- 
tation, 8 

.2 Cor. 10. 12. For we dare make our 


ſelves of the number, or compare onr ſelves 


C 3 with 


and contemplation, and diſcourſing to him-- 
If; or poſſibly your God cannot preſent-- 


3s ſame of the Apoſtles have been to other _ 


7s 


Divine Elquence: 


with ſome, that commend themſetves : tho 


Saint Pau] had very great qualifications, * 


and therefore had . mnch more tempee- 
tion to compare himfelf” with other met; 
eſpecially with zhoſe, who in all reſpetts, 
were ſo very much: inferiour to' our Apo- 
ftle; yet ſill we dare not preſume, to make 
the leaſt compariſons. How pleafantly does 
St. Paul reprove the Pride, the Arrogance, 
the vain preſumption of ſome falſe Apo 
ſtles, who pleaſed thernfelves with falſe 
applauſes of their ow» tnerits; and flatterd 


themfelvesÞ that ' orhers were in no reſpe(} | 


comparable to. them. 


true, and teacheft the way of God in truth, 
either careſt thou for any man : for thoy 
regardeft not the perſon of man : Now that 
Chrift was the _ Lovet of truth; 
got handting. the Word of God deceitful. 
fy , in compliance to huttane paſſions, anf 
mifirmities, Cantiot! be denied without the 


_ Hiebeft Blafbhemy : yer the Hypoctitiea? 
Lv iti Taid this, itt a way of {-yok ant | 


P, 
terifion of hint ; #nd not as if It was it 
the [eaft” confortable to their opinion of 
out Sevtouy Chtiſt; but: all this folemt 
Preface was only made uſe. of as a note 
artificiat expedient to berray Chrift, - to 
deliver his often with 2s freedonr, 


CON- - 


— XMafter, we know that thou art | 


” _— ee ——— 


Divme Eloquence. 


\.« | concerning the Jawfulneſs of giving tribute 
- toCeſor;, for the queſtion was very trea-- 


; E 


cherows, and to determine either for, or a- 
gainlt Ceſar, was almoſt equally dangerous; 
if he deeldres- in favour of Cafar , then 
he- is no longer a friend to the common 
People ; and if Chriſt azþrered, that the 


pryment -of tribute was arlawfuill; he had 
been preſently found guiley of Sedition ; 


this was their Motive to this 1nfdions 


Queſtion, and that pompoxs Introduttion: 


to it, was only look'd upon by thei as a 


| more efiectual and plauſible way to be- 
| tray him. But Feſus perce:ved their wick- 
| wieſs, their di/femalation, their vile hypo-- 


fe; and ſays, by do ye endeavour, un- 


| | der this ſpeczons pretence of reſpect and re- 
| Verence, to enſrare me 2? 
| i, ye Fhpocrites ? 


Why tempt v2 


Matt. 3.8. Go, fays Herod to the Wife 


| Men, and ſearch diligently for the young 
this, and when you have found him , bring 
me word again, that 1 may come, and wor-. 


ſup bim - Thus the Zyrazr difguiſeth his 


 moſt-i/laiwons deſign, under the colour of 


att hononrable reſpect ; wnen his znrention 
was'to deſtroy and murther him; as appears 
from-Yerſe. 16. 


C4. A* 


Divine Eloquence. 


A METAPHOR. 


A Metaphor is an artificial Tranſſation | 
of a word, from the proper ſignification 
of it to another, becauſe there is ſome pro- 
portion between the /imz/itude, and the 
very thing /jzxified. This kind of Trope 
is extreamly pleafant, and not without ex. 
cellent uſe; for it imriches our mind with 
two Idea's at the very fame time, with the 
zruth, and the fimilitude. | #.. 
Deut. 32. 42. 1 wall make my arrow; | 
drunk with bloud , and my ſword ſhall dt: | 
vour fleſp : The firſs Metaphor is borrow: | 
ed from exceſſive and intemperate drink | . 
ing , intimating to us the mighty effuſion | | 
of blood , and the exceeding greatueſs of 
their ruin and deftrution, The ſecond ys | 
taken from the moſt eager and hungry ap- 
petites of a beaſt ; which makes the mz 
ges of death come much more /ively to 
the underſtanding, and how impoſſible it is 
for us to eſcape the edge of the Sword, | 
when God himſelf is concerned. in oxy ru- 
ine and execution. EE L708 
Zech. 9. 14 His Arrows ſhall go. forih 

as lightning. A very proper firile to e |... 
preſs their ſwift death and execution. 


Hoſ | 


ms _ tn. =. fﬀo ty 


PI- | and xnaccountable ways. 
| the Matt. 5. 13. Ye are the Salt of the 
rope | Earth; for as 'tis the propenty. of Salt to - 
4 preſerve any. thing from its Putrefaition-, 
with | 4 the do&rines of the Apoſtles were to: 
I the ſuſov our minds, and preſerve and purifie- 
— +|--us from. all 7mmoral Corruptions or Ime 
' 4 . purities, | 
"| Pal. gt, 5,6. Thou ſhalt not. be afraid” 
os | for the. terror by night , zor for the arrow 


 hyare-wit 


vil Sz {4 3 Fania 1 d- 7 s A 
_ 4ompaſy their Enemies. ,,, 


Divine Eloquence: 
| Hof. 5. 12. I will be #nto Ephraim, . as 


'\ « Moth ; which expreſſion repreſents to us 


ſenſible decay and ruin ; as a Moth /e 
cretly. fretting a Garment, ſo Ephraim ſhall 
ſilently conſume away , by the moſt ſecret 


« hat flieth by day, nor for. the Peſtilence 


that walketh-in darkneſs; and the Expref- 


 fion ſtill. gives us a more lively and. ſenſible 
| notion of the ſecret Malignity of. the 
Plague, and how it ruins and deſtroys us- 


after invi/ibte ways and. degrees; ſo that 
the Invaſon-of-it. becomes irreſiſtible. = 
Jobs, + For the arrows of the Almigh- 
ak my. ſpirit ; the terrors of .the Lord 
ft, 50e 


yes 11 4 


| G. 5 1 7im 


in.we; the poiſon thereof drink-- 


mſelves in array againſt me ; the term 
_ $-multary;. .wheo.an Army of Men put 


; 


5 


F. 


F k 


Pyyme- Eloquence. 
*- 7m. 6. 16. God is faid to' dwel in , 
Light, which no than” can” approach. unto: 
W hich Metaphor conveys to our Mind-z 


- 


Truths concerning the Bleſſed Trinity 2-fot 


P* 


righteouſneſs” aniſe. with 


« 
* 


tz Comparifon between Ch/yf andthe 


CY 


ar alſo: by the conifrtabte heat-itif' in | 


all. who, were ſpiritually dead, and who. 
| Sa before 


| 14 Judges 5; 20. They fought from heaven, 


Divine Eloquence.” 25 
in | before his appearance fate in darkneſs and* 
| in the ſbedow of death. 

Chriſt is ſometimes catled a Star, Num. . 
44. 17; becauſe his appearance brought: | 
more /igbe of Knowledge into the world. -. 
He is ſometimes called a Sceprre, to figni- 
fie his royal Office; and ſometimes a Fo- 
ther, to expreſs his /ove and affeifior ; 
ſymetimes a Shepherd, which kind appella- 
tion dechares his care and watchfulneſs- 
over us. He is termed the /prritxal Rock, . 
of which the 1/rae/ztes did. drink in the - 
Wilderneſs, Exod. 17.6. 1 Cor. Io. 4. - 
for they drank of that ſpiritual rock thas- 
| followed them, and that rack was Chriſt; 
* that is; did ſacramentally repreſent Chriſt , . 
who being ſmitten by his Father, ' did by 
the' precions effuſton of his blood, deliver + 
vs from death. 


the ſtars from heaven fought againſt Siſera ; 
which is a milirary Expreſſion, but here it 
my ſipnifie no more, than that the very. 
ſtars by their ſecret influences did ſore - 
way or other contribate to their overthrow, - 
od by cauſing great Falls of Rain ot- 


© Colof. 2.-17. Which are but a ſhadow 
| of things to come ; > Th'oxin, tranfitory ſighs 
Oi repreſeurations , bur the body , y; fhb- 

ance, 


Divme Eloquence. 


favce, of the reality of theſe Myſteries, are | 
oppoſite to ancient Ceremonies, as much as 


body is to ſhadow; for what are cerems- 


nies, but as it were the firſt drawings or | 


fhadows of a Pi&are, which ſtrokes and de. 
lineations all v2ziſh and diſappear. as the 
Life and perfection of it is comzng on. 
Palm 139. 2. Thou underſtandeft my 
thoughts afar off: A Metaphor taken 


from & proſpec ok any thing at a great | 


diſtance from us ; but in a. proper ſence, 
the phraſe aſſures us, that God by the in- 
finite- power of his preſctence, knows our 
thoughts before-they ſprang up in the ſoul; 
and yet this zufinite view of them gives no 
determinations to them ; for by his inf- 
ite underitanding, how does God foreſee 
all the varzous, turns. and: refletftions of 


the mind, and how the ſoul after many | 


ways of. thinking, will at /aſt reſolve to 
put- this or that defign in execution ; 0 
that this z»fezite proſpett of our thoughts 
derives no neceſſary power and tnfluence 
upon them, . To uſe a. lower Inſtance ; 
And if you your ſelf could- foreſee that 
your. friend. after. many. changes of his 
mind , would certainly travel into Italy, 
ſuch a previous knowledge of his affairs 
and deſigns , by. zo means gives any byas to 


them ; neither is he obliged by any m_ | 
| oh 


—_ 


Divine Eloquence. 


| of yours, to- proſecute his journey.. 


SFNECDOGHE. 


Synecdoche, from ovrex Steuer, tocompre- = 
bend: Ehis-Trope is a form of ſpeaking , 
when we make uſe of words that are 
more comprehenſive, for others which are 
kſs: and. fo on the contrary, when we put 


; the name of a part to ſignifie the whole, or 


elſe the name of the whole to expreſs any 
particular part of it;. as if you ſay, the 
Plague is.in France, when perhaps 'tis on- 
ly in Parts. 

There are four ſorts or ſpecies belong- 


. Ing to this Figure, 


1. Synecdoche Generis , when a general Synecdoche 
' word camprehends a particular, or when the G75: 


wiverſal denotes the ſpecial term. Thus: : 
" Luke 2. 1. It came to paſs that all the 
world. was to be taxed.; meaning the whole 
Roman Empire , a ſmall , though very re- 
markable, part of the World. 

Exod. 9. 6. And all the cattel of Egypt 
died ; which fignifies not univerſally, as 
if every kind of Beaſt. were deſtroyed, but 


. only , or at leaſt chiefly., thoſe that thea 


were in the field:; for that ſome were pre- 


ſerved alive 1s plain enough from ver. 19. 
Thus 


Symecaeche 
Specter. 


Divme Eloquence. 


Thus, 4/1 fleſh, Gen. 6. 12, and'M 


Creatures, Mark 16. 15. fignitie men only, 
And, Enery Creature, implies only ſome 
of each ſort, and not al! of every kind, 
Gen. 7. 8. RO | 
So, All manner of fox footed beaſt, 
ſignifies a very great mumber,: A#s 10.12. 
Bxod. 20. 10. Thow ſhalt not" doe ty 


manner of work on the Sabbath day ; that is 
no teilſome and ſervite labour , which: is 


the baſineſs of every other day ; where the 


aniverſal term of negation is limited and | 


reſtrained to a particular Negative. So, 


. «Te ſhall not ſwear at all , is a prohibins” 
e#', not excluding all maxer of Oaths, 
but ſuch' only as are raſh and not requi. | 


red in a judiciaF way by the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate, | Bn RS 


Matt. 27. 44. The thieves alſo, of ance), 


which were crucified with him npbraided 
him; where the plara! Number denotes 
the ſingular, for only one of the tw 
Fhieves did v:1;fie-our-Saviour, as apptats 
from Luke 23. 39. * Iu 


2: Synerdoche Speciet, when a particultr 
word: or yg of a more nmrow- ſig- 
nification 
and larger notification. Thus, 


— 
——_., 


James 


des imply one of a generd! | 


Dipme Eloquence, 


1. 27. Fare religion is this, to 
ol the fatherleſs and the- widow. in their 
offiftion ; which are but a very narrow 
compaſs of Rdigion ; 'but they are taken 
mre generally, for a»y Perſons under a- 
ny, fort of Calamity. 
Exod. 3.9. 4 Land flowing with milk 
md homey; that'is, H_ with al 
things good and deſirable 


Abrabam and. Iſrael, two proper Names, 


 fonifie the Parriarchs, a word of larger - 


extent, 1/43, 63. 16. 
\ Exod. 20. Honour thy father and thy 


| mother, is'a duty more univerſal, and com- 


mands. us to pay obedience and reverence 


* to ul Superivurs, eſpecially thoſe in high 


Authority. 


3+ Symecdochs Totins 5 when the Name Synecdoche. 
of ag whole ſeryes to denote a part of it.. 191% 


"Luke 23. 44. To day thou ſhalt be with 
Me In 25. 43 where the word thou 
ſeems'to' comprehend the whole man ; but 
it ignifies his /ox/ only, without his body... 

"2 Pet. 7,:6. The whole world being over-. 


| flowed with water; that i is, the earth, the 


| me pa 


| 4 View) ” of time; even to Eternity, ſig: 


ct: of the world. 
4.0 King, lFrve for ever : where . 


niftes 


Synecdoche 
Parks. 


Divine Eloquence. 


nifics a-long part of time, for ever, ay! b, 
for a /ong time. 


4. Synecdochs Partis, when the Name 
of a Part or Member is made ule of to 
notifie the whole thing or perſon. 

ARs 27. 37. And we were all in the 
Ship, two hundred threeſcore and. ſixteen 
ſouls : where the ai Jvxei comprehends 
the whole man. _ 

And the evening and the morning were 
the firſt day; where the principet parts of 
the day ſignifie / the entre f| _ of a 
and night. - | 


Of Figures: in the. Repetition of the... 
ſame Sound. 


EPIZEUXRXTS.. 


Epizeuxis , from tl ey rops, to join te 
gether; This Figure repeats the Jame word 
in the ſame Sentence, by way of emphaſis, 
and fo gives. more life and paſſion to our 
diſcourſes, Thus : 

How does Holy David expreſs him 
in an znfinite Paſſion , upon the fe, of 
his Son Abſaloni, 2 Sam, 8. 3.0 my ſe ou 
Abſalom , my ſen , my ſon- Ab fF- lon , ul 
God 1 bad died for. thee, O Abſalom ny 


on, - 


at is, 


lame 
of to 


! the 
xteen 
[ends 


were 
ts of 
aq. 


Ie-.. | 


Pains and Torments. 


Divine Eloquence. 
ſon, my ſou : How often are the very ſame - 


« words over and over again ; to ſignifie, if 


ible, the mighty grief and anguiſh of his 
- , for the ak loſs of his dearly 
betoved Son. 

Pſalm 22. 1. fy God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me ? See Matth. 27:46. 
The words are full of Complainings , moſt 
earneſtly Jamenting, that God himſelf was 
departed from him, even when his Dzvize 

reſence was. moſt zeed/ull to preſerve 
lim from the approach of ſome imminent 
danger, but in reſpect of Chriſt figured by 
David , they are the expreſſions of his 
Humanity, repreſenting the extreme Ago- 
ny of his Paſſion, and the nexpreſible 
ts. See att. 26. 38, 
39, 'My ſoul, ſaith Chriſt, z exceeding ſor- 
rowfull, even unto death, See alſo Lake 
22: $4. | 

Luke 23. 21. But they cryed, ſaying , 
Crucifie him, Cracifie him ; repreſenting to 
us their meſ# violent Importunities, and 
loud Clamours of the People againſthis Life, 

Adqts 9. 4. Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me: A very earneſt and paſſionate 
Expoſtulation from heaven , to move and 
perſuade Saul, that he ſhould 70 longer 
breath out threatnings and ſlaughters a> 
eainſt. the Charch of Chriſt. - 

Matt. 


Divine Elogueitce. 

Matt. 23. 37. Ob Jeruſalem, Ternſalon, |; 
How is the ſame word repeated ovey a ,/ 
gain very emphatically, to give us the' high. | , 
ef# conception of God's trouble and mighty | , 
concernment for their impenitency and wik | , 
fall difobedience z See Pſalm 145. 18. 
t 

i 

e 


Foet t. 15. Exod. $4 6. | 
AXNADFIPLOSIHS. 


Anadiptoſis, derived from ave, re, and 
Irie, duptico. This Figure pronounceth 

. the ſame word in different Sentences: 
when the /aft word of the preceding Pro. | ; 
poſition is repeated in the beginning of tie | | 
following : thus;  ,-  - 
Rom. 14. 8. For whether we live, m | 
live wito the Lord; or whether we die, we | , 
die unto the Lord: and therefore. in e/ther | , 

_ tate, tis our buſineſs to preſerve in our | , 
- mMitids a /ively ſenſe of God's providete, | | 
and refer our. ſelves to hzs care and pro | ; 
tection of our fouls and bodies; fince whe | | 
ther we /ive or die, we are the Lord's, & | | 
Rom. $; 17. EL ng 3 
Phil. 2. 8. He became obedient ts death, 
even the death of the Croſs:: and was it nof 
fill an bigher inſtance of his great Humis 
tity and Condeſcenfion.; becaufe ſuch a | , 
fort of death-was by all reputed the moſt | | 

| | infamous |. 


Divine Eloquence. 
1 | farmus and ſhamefull way of dying. 


+ - Knowing that tribalation worketh pati- 


ehet', and patience experience , and experi-. 
che? hope, ant hope maketh not aſhamed : 
thus 13 there a gradual: progreſs from the 
* | praftice of one Vertue, to axother, altho*- 
through ſorne acczdental indifpoſition of our. 
minds. One Vertue may not promote the- 
exercife of another, 


CLIMAY. 


Climax, gradatio ; when the words are 
in ſuch a Poſition, that there is a graduat 
ifrent from one to axorher : till you arrive. 
_ & the If ſtep of the period : Thus; 
© Matt. 16. 49. He that receiveth you, re- 
| aFoverh me ; and he that receiverh me, recei- 

' | oth bim that ſent me: There is here a 
gradual advancement in every period, ant 
the Zoff is the higheſt of all. In as much 
iFthe yeſpe and honour given to God the 

Fther, tport the reception of his Son, is 
Buch 2Yeafer, than avy that is paid to the 
Shy, who, in refpett of his hamanity and his 
ſion from Heaven, was i»feriour to God 
the Father. as | | 

Fol 1. tt. the beginning was the 
word, and the word was with God, and the 
word. was God : In the beginning, that 1s, 
Ge Om before 


pn > = Cm"_ > nn 
Crag 4 


Divine Eloquence. 
before the creation of the world, the Aipy 


had then his being; for if he was not he. , $ 


fore all things ; how then could all things, | 


be made by him 2 The frſ# word then 
ſignifies his eternity, the next his perſons. 
lity: And the word was with God ; which 


phraſe expreſſeth a diſfix# mode or man. |. 
ner of ſub/;ſtence of the Son, from the Fe. | 


ther ; becauſe no Perſon is ſaid to be with 
himſelf, but with another Perſon. And 
the /aft words expreſly affert his Divinity; 
And the word was God : See this Text 
expounded in a Sermon of his Grace, the 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 

1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. All are yours, and 
you are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. 


Rom. 8. 30. Moreover , whom. he-did | 


predeſtipate, them he alſo called; and whan. 


ke called, them alſo be juſtified ; and whon. | . 


he juſtified, them alſo-he glorified. 

Matt. 5. 27, 28. e have beard, it hath 
been ſaid by them of old time , Thou ſhal 
wot commit adultery : But I ſay unto you, 
That wt veg looketh. ou a woman ,. ts 
luſt after her, hath committed adultery with 


ber already in his heart : So that the Chri- | 


ſtitan morality is much more refined ; and 
reaches not only to the grternal ations} 
but even thoſe of the mind, the moſt ſecre! 
kmaginations, 


Matt. | 


= | Jer. 


Divine Eloquence. 


Matt. 11. 9. But what went ye out for 
to ſee ; a Prophet ? yea, I I ay unto you, and 


' | more than a Prophet. 


Matt. 8. 20. Jeſis ſaith unto them, The 
| foxes bave holes, and the birds of the air 


'! | have neſts ; but the Son of man bath not 
where to lay his head. 


Here, in theſe Verſes, there is a woble ric 
'n the ſence of the words, and without 
much impropriety they are reducible to this 


Figure. - 
ANAPHOR A. 


Anaphors , from evagige, to bring back 


. gain: 'tis a repetition of a word in the 


beginning of ſeveral Sentences : Thus; 


The woice of the Lord is powerfull, the 
, Wiceof the Lord is full of majeſty,Plal.29, 


Praiſe the Lord from rhe Heavens \ proife 


bim inthe beight, praiſe him all bis Angels, 


priſe bim Sun ond Moon: where the Roy- 
4 Plalmiſt affectionately 'calls *upon the 


| -vhole order of treated Beings, to fi ing Prai- 
| ſs to their Maker, 


Charity ſuffereth long, -and 45 kind, cha- 
rity envieth not , charity vaynteth not ber 
ſelf: where.the alftra#:is made uſe of for 
the rr charitable Ferſon Þ ſat; 18. 


v, 8; gr) 


Dive Elaquenee. 


Ter. $0. 35, 36, 37. A Smord is wpn || 


the Chaldeans, faith the Lard, a ſward i; 
upon the Inhabitants of Babylop, and wa 
her Princes, aud upan ber wiſe men, @ ſword 
3s upon ber mighty men; gud they ſholl 
diſmayed, a ſword is upon their horſes, aw 
upon their chariots : This tndaczon of Pax 
ticulars, with the contzung! application of 
che ſame term to-every period, renders tie 
Aiſcour ſe much mare exphatica/ » and aft 
ſeth into the mind a notion of univeyfel m- 
in and deſolation. 


EPISTROPHE. 


 Egiſtrophe, canuarſia, fra wn}, & oeige. | 


verto. This Figuxe returns the /ame-wol 

at the end of ſevere! Clauſes : Thus; 
Are they Iſraelites, ſo 8 1? Are thy 

the feed of Abraham, fo am 1? 2. Cor.11.21 


Have we wat profphefied is thy Newe pal | 


dong 1iiractes is thy None? MAN. 7.2% 
. | Spe Pſal. 126. where; His morg wy 
_reth far evar js the cartufonol ener Val, 
and very proper to exp#$ſ 1yhe;ead/g1 Wt 
ration.of his: Mercy. nom 5 ol 


1.0020 EF MP Lich 5 
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Symploce, complicatio, from mpaAG, 


z 
$ 
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Divme Zloquence. 


S pm | fold together; when the ſame ſort of words 
ard it} are in the beginning and inthe end of feve- 
| tal Sentences. he wif | 
er. 9. 23. Let not the wiſe man 

boll jt th wiſdom, neither let the mighty oo 
's, 4 | glory in bis might ; let not the rich man glo- 
f Pax-| ry in bis riches; And this is the very Ad- 

o| monition of God himfelf, That we ſhould 
ers tix | not in the Zeaff place onr hope and confi. 
ad af | dence upon the beſt of worldly things, birt 
/7-| only upon God Almighty , who is only 

| &f to fave, and defend us. 


EPANALEPSTS. 


Feign, |. Epanalepfis, reſumptio, from $71, eva, 
wor | andaapCaro, accipio. This Figure makes uſe 
5: | of the ſame word'or expreſfion in the be- 
'8:thy | graning and exding of the ſame Sentence. 


11.22 | Phil. 4 4. Rejoice in the Lord always, 


£0 | 8d. oggin, 7 ſay, Rejorce. | 
T4 &- m. 18. 33. O Abſalom, my ſon, my 


, 


EPANADOS. 


. | Epanados,  regreſſo. This Figure em- 

"1 | floys the ſame word: at the begining and 

+ 4; | middle of a Sentence, or in the-»ddfe 

| and epd of it ; as if they were y_, 
] -- A 


Y 
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and-the contrary ſence turned upon them: 


Ifai. 5. 20. Wo unto them who call gud}. 


evil, and evil good; who put light for dark. 

neſs, and darkneſs for light. 

Rom. 7. 19. For the good that I would, 

1 doe not ; but the evil which 1 would wt 

that 1 doe. 5 
How are the terms here 7xverted? 

good is the obje& of his will, but till *tis 


impraticoble; and evil, tho' contrary to | 


bis will and zntentions, yet that he puts in- 
fo practice, 

fon 8. 47. He that is of God, hearth 
God's word; ye therefore hear it not, bt. 


cauſe ye are not of God ; that is, becauſe je | 


are not regenerate by his Spirit. 

2 Cor. 2. 15, 16. For we are unto Gud 
a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, in them that ar 
ſaved, and in them that periſh; to.th 
one we are the ſavonr .of death unto deati, 
and to the other the ſavour of life utti 
life: that is, the Goſpel is preached to 
a4 perſons, without avy diſtinCtion , but 
the bleſſed efficacy of it, is extreamly dilk- 
rent, and varies according to the diſpofit- 
on of the receiver ; for 'tis life and ſolu 
tion to the believer ; but to the faithle 
and diſobedient, izevitable death and dt: 
ſtruction, WEEDS =. v 


P ARO|_ 


We ©___ _— _— 


- Divine Eloquence. 49 


1 PARONOMASI 4. 


Paronomaſia, a likeneſs of words ; derj- 
| vedfrom 24, which in compoſition, ſignifies | 
with alteratzon , and Jyoun, 4. name , from 
uiCw, to change or allude ta a name, 
This Figure employs the ſame word to a 
very different purpoſe , and ſometimes it 
| changes oze letter or ſyllable of a word 
| to another ſence and ſignification. 

Matt. 8. 22. Let the dead, bury their 
dead : the firfſ® words ſignifie a moral 
death, thoſe that are dead in treſpaſſes and 
' ins; but the /oft imply a natural death , 
ſuch as are dead and departed this life. 
=+ 2 Cor. 10. 3. Though we walk in the 
fleſh, yet we do not war after the fleſh : 
though we are men, and made in the ſame 
faſhion like other men; yet in this reſpect 
we differ from them, for we place no con- 
fdence in the arm of fleſh, no a//;ſtance from 
the world, but all our ſufficzency is from God. 

»2 Cor. 6. 9. As unknown, and yet well 
known ; as dying, and behold we live :-tho' 
ſome may look upon us, as if they were not 
ſodefirous to know us in our afflictions; yet 
others eſteem and value us the more , and 
are willing to know us in the greateſt of 
our Calamities. 

D PLOCE. 
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PTILOCE. 


Ploce , derived from maixw, to-bind to. 
gether, This Figure prononnceth a word 
1 emphatically, that it denotes not only 
the thing ſignified, but alſo the very quali- 
ty of it ; thus 'tis no «nuſual thing to re 
peat the proper name of a man, to expreſs 
ſome remarkable vertue belonging to him; 
as we may ſay, In that ation Alexander 
-was Aexaxder, that is, a mighty Conque- 


rour. ws 
Gen. 25. 36. 1s be not rightly called J4- 


0b, faith Eſau, for be hath ſupplanted me | 
theſe rwo times. 


POLYPTOTON. 


Polyptoton, from moatnluny, vVariutu 
caſuum. This Figure employs words 0 
the ſame derivation , but alters the term: 
gation, or the Mood, Caſe, or Gender. 

Rom. 2. 21. Thou that preacheſt,. a min 


fhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? 


Rom. 11. 16. For of him, and through 


him, and to him, are all things ; that is, | 
God is ſupream, and diſpoſeth every thing | 


to ſerve the wiſe ends of his providence. 
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2 Tim. 3. 13. But evil men and ſedu- 


'cors ſhall wax worſe and worſe , decetving 


and being deceived. See the various ters 
mination of the ſame words, Heb. 6. 14. 


Figures In reference to a ſentence, are 
ſuch as atteft the whole ſentence, not with- 
out ſome emotion of the Soul, 


ECPHONES IE 


-Ecphoneſss, Exclamation.. This is a moſt 
pathetical fort of Figure, whereby the O- 
ratiy diſcovers the exceſſwve paſſion of his 


'" 8px mind, and ſo makes a ſuitable impreſ- 


fon upon the affe&#:ons of his Audience. - 


” 


This Figure is varied many ways. 


Firſt, In a way of wonder and admira- 
tion of God's infinite Perfeftions. 
Rom. 11. 33. Oh the depth of the riches 


both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! 


How unſearchable are his judgments, aud his 
ways paſt finding out ? 


\ Secondly, In a way of ſorrow and 
mourning, for God's abſence, .or of his 
Gſregard to the woice of our Petitions. 


Pal. 22. 1, 2. My God, my God, Why 
buſt thou for ſakew me ? O my God, 1 cry 
D 2 in 


_- 
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' in the day time, but thou heareſt nt. 
Ifai. 6. 5. Wo is me, for 1 am undon; |: 


Thus, in a way of deſperation, how is the 
Prophet extreamly ſenſible of his own un. 
worthineſs, as if he thought the forgize. 
eſs of his fin was now 1mpoſſtble ; this wg 
the dreadfall apprehenſion of men in for. 
mer times, when God did more ſignal 
manifeſt himſelf, Deut. 5. 25. Fudg.6.21, 
and 13. 22. | | 


Thirdly, In a way of expoftulation with} - 


God himſelf, for his Mercy and Compaſ. 
ſion. | 
Oh remember that my life is wind; 


Thus he makes the ſhorr continuance of 


his being, a very great inducement , that| 


God ſhould be more indulgent to him, 
and preſerve him from ſuddex ruin and 
deſtruction. 

Rom. 7. 24. O wretched man that 1an, 
Who ſhall deliver me from the body 
this death ? | ON 

Job 6. 11, 12. What is my ſtrength, thit 


T ſhould hope ? and, What is my end, thit || 
ſhould prolong my life? How does holy 7#| 


here complain of his inſufferable miſeris, 
and loygs moſt paſſionately to be at ref 
his grave, as if he deſpaired of any ceſat 
on from his pains and afflictions ſo longy 
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| he was alive. Oh that I might have my 
i [ requeſt, and that God would grant- me the 


———_— 


thing that I long for ! 
' Rom. 9. 20. Nay, but © man, who art 
thou, that replieſs egainſt God? A ſevere 
xeprehenſion to our peeviſh murmurings 
and complaints, as if God had not an ab- 
ſalute power over us, to puniſh us, unleſs 


| we our ſelves gave our conſent to the infli> 


ions Of It. 


- Fourthly, Ina way of cenſure and re- 


prebenſcon. 
ARs 13. 10. O full of ſubtilty, thou child 


of the devil, thou exemy of all righteouſneſs. 


.And, Can there poſſibly be a worſe Cha- 
er than this? 


- Fifthly, In a way of moſt earneft wiſh- 


ing, 
Plalm 55.6, O that 7 had the wings of 2 


Dove! that I might flee away, and be at reſt, 


Sixthly, In a way of infinite commiſer a- 
ton and pity of our unhappy condition. 
. Ob TFernſalem, Feruſalem, which kulleſt 
the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent 


Il unto thee , how often would I have gathered 


thy children together, as a ben doth gather her 


aickens under ber wings, aud ye would not ? 


D 3 How 
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How does God himſelf mourn for the | 
miſery of his People ? that they ſo negleBed 
all the means to their ſalvation ; when he 
himſelf infinzrely deſired to preſerve them, 
even with the very ſame degrees of tender- 
neſs, as the moſt affe&:1onate creature de- 
fires to ſave, and hover over her Toung, | 
Lament. 1.'z, 2. How 1s the golden city 
ſpotted ? how doth the city fit ſolitary, that 
was full of people ? how is ſhe become a wi. 
dow? And fo the Prophet goes on in a 
moſt elegant manner to deſcribe the miſe- 
ry of her rain and fall from her property, 


Seventhly, In a way of triumph and ex- 
xitation. 

x Cor. 15 $55. Ob death, where 1th| 
ſting ? oh grave, where is thy victory? 


Eighthly, In a tranſport of /ove and 
admiration. RE 

Pfal. 84.' 1. Oh how amiable are thy tt 
bernacles , thou Lord of hoſts! AS if the 
Royal Pſalmiſt was in ſuch a rapture, that 
he could give no adequate notion. of his 
love and delight in God's honſe; by a coll 
aftirmation of the pleaſure of it, but ws 
forced to run himſelf into an Ecftafte, and 
ſo leaves the queſtion axdetermined, as if| 
t was wnexpreſſible. Hh 


p 


for the 


plefied | 


en he 
them, 
tender: 
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0 Wi. 
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EPIPHONE M 4. 


 'Epiphonema is an Acclamation, contain- 
ins ſome very remarkable ſentence at the 
cbſe of our diſcourſe ; it is, as it were, the 
ft finiſhing ſtroke which we deſire to leave 
upon the afe&707s of our Audience. Thus; 
St. Paul after he had confuted ſeveral falſe 
opinions concerning the manner of the 
reſurrettion, at laſt he recommends the do- 
frive of it, adviſing them , upon the 
certain hopes and. expeFations of another 
life.” to be. conſtant in . all marner of - holt-- 
weſe, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye” 


fedfaſt , unmoveable , always abounding 1 


the work of the Lord, foraſmach as ye know 
that your labour 15 20t it vain inthe Lord, 
x.Cor. 15.58. 

Matt. 6. 2t. Our Saviour tnere endea- 
vours to call off their affections from an 
exceſſive purſuit of the world ; for if they 
did engage their thoughts ſo exceedingly , 
they would leave no room for Heaven; and 
then at laſt, to leave his difcourfe {till 
more warm upon their ſpirits; thus he 
concludes, For where your treaſure #5, there 
will your heart be alſo. | 

2: Cor. 10. 18. St. Paul, endeavouring 
to diſconrage the vanity of ſelf-commendatt- 

D 4 ou,.. 
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on, leaves this ſenſible impreſſion upon 
them, as the beſt diſſneſive from the pra- | 
Ctice of it 5 for not he that commend | 


himſelf # approved , but whom the Lord 
commendeth. 
Prov. 9. 19,18. Stolen waters are ſweet, 


and bread eaten in ſecret, u pleaſant. This 
is the in/inuation of the adulterozs woman, | . 


concerning the higb reliſh of her unlaw- 


full pleaſures ; but then ſee the concluſiun 


of ſuch unhappy /at#fa&ions; but be know- 


eth not that the dead are there, and that 


her gueſts are in the depths of hell. 


Eccleſ. 7. 31. Lo,. only this bave'l 


found, that God bath made man upright, 
but they have ſought out many mvoention;, 
The only thing I fuly apprehend, after ai 
my enquiries, is this, That God at firſt en- 
dowed man with a principle of right rea 
ſon for his certam guide and dired#ion to 


happineſs; but he loſt this »oble talent | . 


chrough ſin , which is the cauſe of all his 
vain thoughts and imaginations. | 


When our Bleſſed Saviour had prr-- 
formed many wonderfull Cures , how do | 
' the People, with one voice, conſpire in ths 


Acclamation,. He hath done all things 
well z he maketh both "the deaf to hear; 
xd the dumb: to ſpeak, Mark 7. 37. 


E Þ 1 


- 


7 


upon 


e pre | 
endeth | 


Lord 


(weet, 
This 
"man, 
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EPANORTHOSIS. 


Epanorthoſis, from a Greek word ſigni- 


Hing to corre or amend. When we are 
in a paſſion we are ſeldom ſatisfied with 
what we /ay, or doe ; infomuch that weare 


,apt to fanſie our expreſſions are no ways e- 


qual to our thoughts , and fo we ſtill add 
freſh , and -zere words to correct , as we 
think, the in/ufficiency of the former. _ 

Acts 24. 279. King Agrippa, believeſt 
thou the Prophets ? I know that thou be- 
lieveff. Does not our Apoſtle ſeem as it 
were to queſtion the faith of King Agrippa, 


25 if he were not yet /«fficiextly convinced 


concerning the diwive authority of the hc- 


I Scriptures : but then St. Pawl, as if he 


was afraid of the incivility of the queſti- 
on, does not [cruple to ſay, that there was 


the eaſt reaſon to ſuſpeft. the belief of 


King Agrippa; and the in/inuarion of Saint 


Paul was very powerfull, even almoſt to 


his very converſion, Verſe 28. then Agrip- 


_ paſaid, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a 


Chriſtian. And St. Paul ſaid, I would to 


God, that not only thu, but all that bear 
me this day, were both almoſt, and altog- 


tber ſuch as I am, except theſe bonds, And 


what expreſſion _ more Courtly, more 


5 Ger:- 


J7 
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Genteel , what more effe&ual to prevail .! 
upon their «fe#iors , than thus to wiſh | 
them, in all reſpeGts, like himſelf; but not | 
ſo miſerable, not ſo unhappy, as to be un., | | 
der any confinement of Chains or impriſon« 
rent, as he himſelf was at that time ? 

x Cor. 15. 10. I laboured more abun- 
dantly than they all, yet not I, but the prac 
of God which was with me. Obſerve here | 
with what care and caution St. Paul dil. 
- gruſts his own natural ſtrength and abili- 
ties as very un/ufficient to his converſion, 
and fo preſently. correFs himſelf , and 4 
ſcribes it more eſpecially to rhe influence 
and the condut# of divine Grace. As if 
he had aid, Though I was not wanting to 
the beſt of my power, to become a tru 
Diſciple of Chriſt, yet muſt I freely fay, 
that my converſion is principally to be «- 
[cribed to another Cauſe : for the Incitati- 
ons of the will , and the power, and the 
_ occaſions, and the means to make uſe of it, 
is derived: from the i»{pirations of the holy 
Spirit , which animates and gives life and 
vigour to. e/l our thoughts, and' fo difþe- 
ſeth us to- repentance and amendment of 
life. See 2 Cor. 3.5. and Phil. 2.13, 
Mark 9. 24 Lord, I believe. help thou 
my unbelief., How does. he reprebend him; | 
ſelf.,. as. if it was almoſt a nn" in [ 

| | —— im || 
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him to ſpeak with /o much confidence of 


his frength of faith , even to our Saviour ' 
bimſelf; and therefore as if he were now 
'difident again, and that his belief was im:- 


gerfect, and had ſome drgree of weakneſs 
and infirmity ; he at laſt Sumbly jmplores 


| the divine aſſiſtance, to excrea/e and fill up 


the meaſure of his faith; Lord, help rhon 
my unbelief. == - 
'1 Cor. 7. 10. And unto the married I 


command, yet 101 ff but the Lord, He Pre- _ 


ſently recol/-//s himſelf, and affures his 
Corinthians that he gave them not theſe 


direFions as a mere man, but as an Apoſtle - 
. and a perſon of 4:ivine Inſpiration, and ſo, 


nt 1, but the Lord commandeth ; and this 
be ſaid, to give the more force and efficacy 
to their obedience of the Precept. 

Luke 11. 27, 28. A certain woman ſaid 
unto him , Bleſſed is the womb that bare 
thee, and the paps that gave thee ſuck. But 
be {aid, Yea, rather bleſſed are all they, that 
bear the word of God and keep it. As if our 


. Saviour Was ſenſible fome might, through 


a miſtaken principle, aſcribe ro» much ho- 


tour and reſpect to the ble{/ed Virgin, be- 


Ing the mother cf our dear Lord and Savi- 


. Our; and therefore, how dozs Chriſt him- 


kIf moſt indu/triouſly give the preference tO 


. thbſe, who [ive and obey the precepts of the 


Go- 
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Goſpel ? Tea, rather bl-ſſed are they; Þ . 


that the moral birth of Fe/ws Chriſt in the 
ſoul, is a greater blefſedneſs, than the »ary- 
ral birth of him was to the Virgin Mary: 
to believe and obey him, than to be the n«- 
tural Mother of our Sawviowr. So that 
Chriſt himſelf lays no great matter of ſtreſs 
or privilege upon /uch a relation, but af- 


fures them in another place, to anticipate 


all miſtake upon ſuch an opinion ;_ That 
he that /ives in obedience to his Command;, 
is equally dear, and. related to him, without 
any diftintjon, the ſame is my ſiſter, and 
father, and mother. Matt, 12. 49, 50. 


4POSIOPESTIS. 


Apoſropeſis, a Greek word; and I hare 
more manners, than to pretend to give yis 
the derivation of it. Gs 

This Figure, through ſome violent paſ- 
fion, either of ſorrow, fear, ſhame Or an. 
_ ger, obligeth: us to break off our diſcourſe, 
and though we ſeem to conceal ſome part: 
of it ; yet, through the exceſs of paſſion, 
we do btit the more ſenſibly diſcover our 
reſentments. | 

1 Kings 21 7. And Fezebel his wife ſaid 
unto him, Doſt theunow govern the Kingdom 
of Iſrael? The words are ſpoken. with a 


A __ 
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/; f / miphtyemphaſisand ſignify muchmore than 


In the | is there exprefled ; doſt :hsu, or art thou 
natu- | worthy of the name of a King ? thou that 
Aary: | art ſo: mean ſpirited , as to grieve thy ſelf 
1e na- | upon this refuſal of Naborb's Vineyard : 
that | and, where is. thy princely power and au- 
ſtreſs | thority ? Doſt thou now govern the King- 
at af: | dom of Iſrael ? is tha any mark of thy re- 
ipare | gal Office 2 is this a: /ign of thy indiſpen- 
That | /ib/e power? thus tameiy to.-/j* down, 
and, | thus tO ſubmit to ſuch a denial ; Doft thou 
hout | nw govern ? 
and | Gen. 3. 22. — And now, left be put 
o. | forth bis hand, and take alſo of the tree of 


Theſe 


life, and" eat, and live for ever. 


” words are ſpoken in a way of commwnation, 


and puniſhment, to Adam, for his high dif- 
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have } obedience to God's command; and they 
2 jou | \iply :64 much; ſince thou haſt beer: ſo. 
| rebellious againſt me, I will now preſently 
paſ- | drive thee ous of my garden, ,and ſuffer. 
* an«. | thee vo longer to be In a poſſibility of ma- 
urſe,, | king thy ſelf bappy,. or. to be in my pre- 
part | ſence. . 
on, | Luke 19. 42. If thou, even thou, badſt 
our | known, at leaſt in this thy day, the things 
which belong to thy peace ! but now they | 
ſaid | are hid from thy &jes :. which contain a | 
dom | moſt dreadful denunciation of ſome future. 
h a | judgments that were to befal/ the Jewiſh 


Nati- 
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Nation, that the 7ime for their repentance 
was now paſt , beyond all recovery , and 
therefore they were ow to expect nothing 
elfe but raine, and deſolation. 

Pat. 6. 3. My ſoul is: fore vexed : but 
thou, O Lord, how long ? The ſence is 
imperfe&t and” interrupted; but thou, 0 
Lord , how long ? that is, ſhall thy wrath 
and i»fli&on of puniſhments endure? how 
long wilt thon ds/ay to comfort and refreſh 
= ſoul, and take away the /ad occaſions 
of my przef ? | 

Heb «| 1. I ſware in my wrath, if 
they ſhall enter into'my reſt: & tiowwar 
Tau" Which words contain a mighty kind 
of re/olution, though the expreſſion Is more 
ſoft and gentle : as if God ſhould fay, in 


his high diſpleaſure, I will not be found to 


fpeak the rruth, if now they exzer jnto my 
reft ; which 1s the higheſt afſeveration 
that is poſſible. 


APOSTROPHE. 


 MApoſtrophe,, a turning away, or a dif- 
ltike; from am, from, and 5gipe, werto: 
tis a diverſion of our diſcourſe to another 
perſon , than we intended- fir/# of all, to 
make our applications ; thus a Man, who 
5 1n a v7olent tranſport of paſſion, turns 

7 | him- 
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' himſelf on al ſides, and makes his addreſ- 
| ſes from this, to another perſon, whom he 


thinks at leaſt, will be more favourable to 
the cauſe of his complaining ; nay, ſome- 
times he appeals to the moſt nſen/ible 
things, to the heavens, to the earth; andin 
the fury of his paſſion, makes no difference 
and 4;finF;on; and ſometimes, like a mere 
c<ild, quarrels with any thing, without 
cauſe Or reaſon, _ 

2 Sam. 1. 21. Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
Jet there be no dew, neither let there be rain 
upon you,. nor fields of offering. How does 
Holy David, in the violence of his forrow 
and /amentation, curſe theſe very places 
with barrenneſs, as if they wereany way 


in the leaft, acceſſory to the occaſions of his. 


mourning , and therefore cruelly wiſhes 
them to be dry and fruitleſs, without bring- 


ing forth. any more fruit , or offerings of | 


ſacrifice ; but , what is all this expreſſion , 
what is this ſevere malediftion, but only 
a more pathetical inſtance or aggravation 


of David's infinite-ſorrow., for the loſs of 


his deareſt friend Fonarhan? Verſ. 26. Thy 


love to me was wonderfull, paſſing the love 


of women : as if there was a- wore infinite 


te of friendſhip, than in the very affet/ions 
of the husband to his wife. Ibid. 1 am 


diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan : 


very 
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very pleaſant haſt thou been : How dow. 
mournfull David diſcourſe to. his dearef 
Fonathan, as if now he was ſenſible, or 
could give attention to the woice of his 
»nourning ? and how goes he on to recol- 
l:& the paſt endearments of his converſati- 
0, recalling to his mid the joys, the com. 
placencies, and all thoſe innocent familiari- 
ties which rendred his company moſt de. 
lightfall to him, the ſenſe of which had 
made ſuch a very ffrong and mighty im- 

re/ſjon on Iis ſoul; that to remember , 

e Was once ſo very happy in his deareſt 
friendſhip, and not to be always ſo, make 
him ow but the more 97i/erable, and the 
more /en/ible of his infinite Joſs , of his 
deareſt friend? —— Te daughters of Iſra 


el, weep over Saul : * Ob: Fonathan, 
thou waſt ſlain in the bigh places. wer 
pleaſant baſt thou been. 


Iſai. r. 2. Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 

O earth, for I have nouriſhed and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled againf 
me. The thoughts of ſo much tenderneſs 
and ſo much indulgence, and ſuch ingrati- 
tude upon it, ſo highly provokes the Pri- 
pher, to that degree of wonder and amaze- 
_ ment, that in his tranſport of. paſſion, he 
ſeems to fanſie the moſt ſenſleſs Crea- 
| tures were capable to be judges of ſuch 
fFrange 


doe. 


aref 
e, Or 


f bis 


recol- © 


rſati- 


COM» 


liari- 
t de. 


| had 
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frange ungratefulneſs ; and therefore ap- 
| geals to them, to make their remarks 

upon ſuch extravagant end ' unnatural 
rebelltons. 

Sometimes, for want of other objefts, we 
turn our 4;/courſe upon owr own ſelves ; and 
ſo the /ame perſon reproves , and Is repro- 
wvd by his own ſelf. Thus, in P/2l.43. 5. 
Why art thoe caſt down, O my ſoul ? and 
why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? Oh 
iruſt in God. 

Sometimes again-we make our addreſſes 
and applications to iſen/ible things, as if 
it was In their power to hear, and favour 
our petitions ; Then ſhall they begin to ſay 
- fo the mountains, Fall on ms; and 10 the 
bills, Cover us. Luke 23. 30. And the 
apprehenſions of their dangers, and the 
txtravagance- of their fears may juſtifie, 
In /omze degree at leaſt, ſuch kind of appli- 
cations, though in zhemſelves very vain , 
and moſt unreaſonable. | 

How does St. Paul triumph over death, 
and the grave ? as if they heard his iſult- 
wg eloquence, or were ſenſible of their 0- 
verthrow. O death, where # thy ſting ? O 
Grave, where is thy viftory? 1 Cor. 15. 
V.5$. | 

Plalm 114. 5. What ailed thee, O thou 


ſea, that thou fleddeſt ? or thou _—_ . 
F | that 
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that thou waſt driven back ? The Prophet 
asks. the waters themſelves. what was the 
reeſon of the wonderfull ebb of the ned- 
ſea; or the tanding ſtill or partitions of the 
river fordan : and in the wvehemency of 
his paſſion, ſeems to expe# from them a 
ſuitable anſiyer ; Why, fays he, were ju 
ſo very /enfible of fear , when like rrem- 
bling and amazed perſons, you left your 
places, and as it were, made up a wall on 
either ſide; as if you had forgor your ne- 
tures, and were no longer fluid and mov- 
ng ; tell me chew, What azled you ? 


PROSOPOPOET 4, 
. Profopopzia, fiftio perſone, derived from 


TowTop, perſons, and F016 E f acts. £ 

'Ehis Eigure ſuppoſeth anozher perſon 
ſpeaking our ſence and meaning , and fo 
we i»troduce him into our diſcourſe, Some- 
times alſo this Figure makes inanimate 


things ro hear or ſpeak, as if they were 


real perſons. | 
Proy 8. r. Doth mot 'wiſdom cry, and 
underſtanding put forth her woice ? —Unti 
Jou, O men, I call,. and my woice is to the 
ſons. of men. Thus Solomon introduceth 
wiſdom under the chara&er of a perſon 
ſpeaking and giving inftruftions, how they 


ſhould 


n 


A— 
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ona / ſhould prafliſeher kind admonitions. Some, 


the 
e ved- 
of the 
vcy of 
em 2 
re Juv 
trem- 
© your 
all on 
I Hd 
800» 


p 


though T think, erroneouſly, underftand the 
Son of God, the ſecond perſon in the Tri- 
mit, under this repreſentation of Wiſdom, 
who is called the a;yG6-. | 

But ask now the beaſts of the field, and 
they ſhall reach thee; and the fowls of the 
dir, and they ſhall tell thee: where holy 
Feb adviſeth his friends to go to the beaſts 


and birds for better information; and even 


they ſhould be able to ze them , that pro- 
ſeerity or affliftions were accidental to the 
pics, or to the ungodly man, and that os 
man ought to effecrn any one wicked, from 
the /ufferance of any calamity. | 
. Prov. 30. 24, 25. The Ants are a fec- 


ple not fFrong, but they are exceeding wiſe, 


and they prepare their meat in the ſummer. 


And now , who would not, at the fr. 


fight, almoſt far/ie this was a deſcription 
of the Srare of Venice, and a charaFer of 
their :/dom7 and forecaſt in political mat- 
ters; rather than a commendation of the 


_ wiſdom and providence of thoſe /irtle In- 


kts, which here are not inelegantly ter- 


med a people extreamly wiſe. 


Sometimes we #:troduce mute and. in- 
ſenſible Beings , reaſoning and __s 


after the 92anmer of Men, Fudges 9. 5. - 


See alſo 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Verſes. 
. 
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2 Kings 14. 9. The Thiſfle that was in 


Lebanon, ſent to the Cedar that was m' 


Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my 


ſon to wife; and there paſſed by a wild | - 


beaſt that was in Lebanon, and irod down 
the Thiſtle. How does Fehoaſh, under this 
ſenſible repreſentation, deride the folly and 
the preſumption of A-maziab, King of 
Fudah , who being a petty and inconſide- 
rable Prince in compariſon of himſelf, 
therefore {les himſelf the Cedar.; as 
if there was no leſs differexce between 
them, than there is between the Cedar, the 
great Monarch of the foreſt; and the Thi 
file, a very mean and inglorious wegetable; 
- and therefore, not without the higheſt is 
dignation, he ſcorns the very thoughts of 
ſuch a poor and deſpicable Relation. 

* Song of Solomon, C.2. v.75. I charge you, 
O daughters of Feru/alem, by the roes and 
by the binds of the field, that ye ſtir not 


4 
»or awaken my Love, until be les | 


How do theſe very exprej/i9ns diſcover, what 
a mighty tenderneſs Chriſt has for his bele 
ved Church, that he would not have the 
leaſt thing to trouble and diſcompoſe her ? 
I charge you by the roes, by the example of 
theſe fearful] Creatures, which the Hur 
zers endeavour to ſtea! gently upon , and 
not to zterrifie and affright them, and force 


them |. 
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them to fly, and run away , by noiſe and 
ſudden ſurprizes. | 
Gen. 4. 10. The woice of thy brothers 


blood criech unto me from the earth, Thus 
when any ſ» is exceeding great, as that of 


Murther moſt certainly is, 'tis an elegant 


way of ſpeaking, to give it a vozce and 


language ay” agens and cry alcud to the God 
of heaven for juſtice and puniſhment upon 
the Author of it. —Verſe 11. And now 
thou art curſed from the earth, which hath 
opened ber mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand : Thus the earth it 
ſelf, though imſen/ible, yet by this Figure 
is id to curſe, as if ſhe was in very great 
wrath and indignation', upon this imbu- 
mane and barbarozs ation. | 
Plalm 108 2. Does not Holy David 


| call upon his inſtruments of muſick, Awake 


lute and bary. and 14. How docs he 
defire the ſun, and the 00, and the ſtars 
to praiſe the Lord, and alſo the fire and 


| bail, ſnow and vapours, Which fulfill his 


word. And again, he cal/s upon the more 
ſenſible parts of the Creation, upon the 
beaſts and all catrel, and creeping things, 
and feathered fowl, to ſing their' praiſes 
to God their Maker. 

Pſalm 99. 16. The waters ſaw thee, Q 


God, the waters ſaw thee, and were a- 
fraid; 
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fraid z the depths alſo were troubled. Thu 


fight and fears, and diſquierneſs are appli 
cable to things inſenſible, to give Us 2 7:e. | 


Jy ſenſe of God's majeſty and power, which 

rike terror and amazemer Into fl things, 
Pſalm 114. 3 The waters ſaw thee, and 
fled; as if they were under grea? fears and 
apprehenſions of his coming, and fo with 
great precipitation retired ſuddenly. 


Of Figures which we ſometimes make 
uſe of in a way of Dialogue. 


BPORIA 


Aporia, a word derived from amyie, 
to be doubtfull in mind , when we reaſon 


and conſider with our ſelves, as if we were | j;, 


uncertain either what to ſay, or dce, - 
Luke 16. 3. Then the unjuſt ſteward 
ſaid within himſelf, What ſhall T doe? fur 
my Lurd taketh away from me the ſte- 
wardſhip: I cannot dig,to beg I am aſhamed, 
Thus the 
| What courſe of life is moſt ſuitable to his 
own humour and diſpoſition, and that la 
bour or poverty were equally diſagreeable. 
| _ I wr. I,, 32 And they —_ 
among themſelves, ſaying, If we ſay, The 
baptiſm of Fobnu was ow * baaky be will 


ſteward debates with himſdfr 


ſay z 


we 
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ſay, Why then did ye not believe? but if 


*J we ſay, Of men, they feared the people : 
* | for all wen counted Fohbn, that be was a 


prophet indeed : and they anſwered , We 


| cannot tell. 


 ANACOENOSIS. 


Anacznoſis , from «va, and vow, to 
communicate with others. This Fignre 
teacheth us to adviſe, deliberate, or argue 


| with others concerning the expediency of 


our actions, 

Phil. r. 22,23,24. What I foall chuſe, I 
wot not, for Þ am in aftrait between two, 
having a deſire to depart , and to be with 
- Chriſt, which is far better; nevertheleſs to a- 
 bidein the fleſh is moreneedfull for you. How 

is our Apoſtle here very dubious and wa- 
vering in his mind 2 Sometimes he debates 
within himſelf his own particular profit , 
and preſently concludes , 1t was highly ad-" 
vantageows for him to die and to be with 


'| his dear Saviour. And ſometimes alſo he 


conſiders the good and benefit of the Church, 
which feems yet to require his more #- 
mediate Care and perſonal preſence; and 
thus what was fo expedient to his private 
intereſt, was very mmconſiſtent with the 
publick ſafety and proſperity of the Chriſ#t- 

an 


Je 
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an Church. And rheſe thoughts , anl 


theſe conſiderations ſway his inclination 


here, and 7here, to the great diſtraction 
his mind. : 

Pſalm 139. 5. Whither ſhall I go fron 
thy ſpirit ? or whither ſhall T flee from th 
preſence? The queſtion perhaps ſeems to 
mſmuate that God's to was confine 


_ to rime and place; but if you obſerve, ty] 


rather a /fronger Confirmation that Gol 
is every where preſent to all perſons in al 
manner of places, and that no an at 
be, where God is mor. 

Luke 11. 18. If Satan be divided « 


' gainſt Satan, how ſhall his king dom ſtan! 


Thus from the evi! Conſequences of 4 


viſion, and from the manifeſt abſurdito 
that ſo /e a being as the Dewi! is, ſhouli] 
ever conſpire to deſtroy himſelf, our Saik 


our proves his miracles to be perform) 
a divine POWer. | 


AQts 4. 19. But Peter and Fobn ſw| 


unto them , Whether it be right in the fit 
of God , to bearken unto you more t 

God, judge ye. And the Appeal it ſl 
was fo juſt and equitable, that even inther 


own partial opinion, they coald not but &,. 
cide the queſtion in favour of the Apoſtle, * 


Mal. 1. 6. If then I be a father, when 
ax my honour ? if I be a maſter, where i 


| 


—— 
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my fear 2 If then you grant me the ante- 
'redent, Why are you ſo abſurd, as to deny 
me the conſequence. 

Jerem. 23. 23. Am I a God at hand, 
ſaich the Lord, and not a God afar of ? 1s 
not this the /evereſ# reprehenfion to 7hoſe, 
who conceive ſuch narrow thoughts of 
God, as to think the diſtance of places can 
binder his knowledge, or void his-preſence, 
or render his power ineffeFual-? 


PROLEPSTSE 


Prolepfis, anticipatio : by this Figure 
we give a diverſion to any thing that may 
be obje&ed againſt us, by anſwering by way 
of prevention, the very objection our ſelves. 

- Rom. It. 19, 21, 22. Thow wilt ſay 
then, The branches were broken off, that 
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I might be praffed in. Well, becauſe of 


unbelief they were. broken off , and thou 


| fandeſt by faith. Be not high minded, but 


fear, For if God ſpared -not the natural 
branches, take heed le/# he alſo ſpare not 
thee, St. Paul here obviates the objeftion 
:of the Gentiles who were i»/erted into the 
- body of the Church , and the unbelieving 
fews, who are here ſtyled the broken 
branches, were reje#ed : this he tells the 
Gentiles , was a mighty favour of God , fo 
IB 7 | to 
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to' incoporate them with his Church; by [i 
then he alſo effares them, that they milf» 
-Not ſo far preſume upon. their preſent ſtat Go 
and vocation ; - For 5f God ſpare mot hl fah 
natural branches, that is, the Jews them| of} 

Kives, take heed 7ef# be wlſo ſpare not thai] if : 
For if by your dz/ebedience you now incuy the 

God's diſpleaſure, you carmot in reaſon, bit finc 
expett to /uffer the fame unhappy fm &4 
with the Fewiſh Nation. | 

St. Paul, diſcourſing of the reſurreBin, 
reſolyes a difficulr queſtion concerning the| 
mode and manner of the reſurrection, and} a: 
what /orr of body ſhall be r4i/ed up fron] 
the grave. But ſome will ſay, How ak| ne 
the' dead raiſed up? and with what bih| and 

_ 'crome? 1 Cor. 15. 35, 36. Thou foll 

'-Qur Saviour #:fles thetr eGiom by < 
fering another , Ws very difficult, that.thy | 
were «nwilling to anſwer it. Matth. 21, 


, 26. 1 will alſo ack you one 
wich sf you ell = I flew jr 
you by what authorix y I doe theſe thing, | \'E 
The beptifm of Fobn whence was it? yy ls. 
Heaven, or of men? This was ſuch a:Dþ| » 
Jenima, and the refolwcion of it fo highh| © 
Inconvenient, that they pretend ygnoram, 
and wn/wer, We canner tell. - 
/Rorm. 9. 19, 20. Thin wilt ſay thewun 

10 ane, doth be yer find fault? EH G 


by 


= 
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who bath reſiſted his will? Nay but, O 
mm, who art thou , that replieſt againſt 


an Ged? Thus St. Paul anticipates their 


t&| falſe opinion, aſfuring them that the work 
| of.grace is of God's mere free-will ; and, 


bes 
ut 
but 


i 
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if he doth Jeprove ſome of it, he is not in 
the /eaſt guilty of any a»juftice to them , 
ince he.is under no obligations to confery 
tapon them ; and: this very- ſubtraction 
of his grace, upon their 11peniteney, and 
continuance 1n a vicious coarſe of life, ' is 
10-.cauje of their {mand wickedneſs; but 
mathe contrary, their d;/obedienceand fin- 
full life 1s the rea/ow why God withdraws 
the influence of his holy /pirsr from them ; 
and ſ0.our fins chaſe away the holy ſpzrir, 
ad render ifs operation ineffectual} to our 
_ and' fo. the heart of Pharaob'is 
kardned. | 


BPITROPEMSE. 


. Epitrope , from #rgiamw,c concedo. By 
this. Figure we often grant. a thing not an» 
willingly -to obtain another, . and ſhow 
more effeciually the inconveniency of fuch 
&PraCtice.or-Principle. 

Romans 2.19. Behold,  thow | urt. cal- 
ed a Few , and. r1eft in the low , ond 
wakeſt thy boaſt of God; and art confident 
Lig | E 2 that 
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that thou thy ſelf art a guide to the Blind, 
Thou therefore that teacheſt another, teach. 
eft- thou not thy ſelf ? As if he faid, Teran 
thou art an Inſtrater of tbe fooliſh, and; 
teacher of babes; but then, Why is thy 
conver{(ation ſo unſuitable to thy doFrin! 
Where is thy examp 
. praftice? and, Why are they ſo diſagre. 
able to thy external profeſſion? thus, Hoy 
-does our Apoſtle ſeem to concede all thy 
delire? to prove at laſt upon them, that 
their pradice was not conſonant to thei 
principles ; and from that abſurdity, mor 
ſeverely reprebends them." T 

Judges 10. 14. Go-and cry unto the gul 


which ye have choſen ; let them delin( 


904.in the time of trouble: This ſeems n 
finall encouragement to their pratficed 
#dolatry ; but in reality, tis the ftronge 
diſſuaſion from it ; and virtually implis 
the diſability of other gods to ſave and 
© liver them in 7#mes of danger. \ 
x Kings 22. 15. The King ſaid to M+ 
eaiah , Shall we $0 againſt Ramoth gilta 
to battel , or ſhall we forbear ? and be av 
fwered him, Go and proſper : Where tit 
Prophet ſeems to encourage them to-tit 
battel , though he eaſily feſaw the dar 


 gerome Conſequence of the war. 


le? Where is th 


I Ca | 
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ind | 1 Cor. 14. 38. But if any man be igno- 
ch. | rant, ler bim be iguorant ſtill : that is, If 
after ſuch a plain and poſireve proof of my 
d af minifery, * he will nevertheleſs reſolve to 
thy} continue 2g»0rant of it, Jet: it be at his 
nm! own pert; where the conceſſion is nothing 
thy} elſe but a 4;/couragement to his want of 
7% underſtanding, and refleion in a matter of 
lon] ſo high importance. 
hy} See Ames 4 4, 5. where the Prophet ,. 
tht} in a way of deri/ion , ſeems to approve of: 
het þ their ido/2troze practices; | | 
108] Prov. 6. 10, 2zf @ little ſleep, a little 
| ſumber, a little folding of the hands to 
rok | ſleep: As if he faid, You do well to in- 
1 dulge your ſelf in eaſe: and /lorbfulneſs ;. 
5-00] but then at /a/#, how does the wi/e Marr 
ed return upon the Sluggard'; ſo ſhall thy Po« 
ve} | verty- come , as one that travelleth, and 
- tby want as an armed Man; and ſo more. 
6 | fully conwincerh him of the great inconve- 
« | niences of an idle way of living. 
| James-2; 19. Thou believeſt that there i 
ke ine God, thou doeſt well ; the devils alſo be- 
a| leve and tremble : Where after this ſort 
: of commendation of their faith, he at laſt 
lar 


tells them , that ſuch a belief , without a 
| ſuitable praftice, is vain and ineffefiusl , 

| and that even the devils themſg]ves have a: 
| ſpeculative faith, | 

ll E 3 Matth.: 
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Matth. 5. 46. If ye love them that low 
you, what reward have you ? do n0t ew 
the Publicans tbe ſame? I will, if ya. 
pleaſe, faith the Apoſtle, allow the matra| | 
of fact; yet, what »ſe can you make of aj os 
where is the commendation ? where 1s thi} we! 
wertue of ſuch a pradice, if the worſt of} nt 


men doe the very. [ame ? the 
| | | wa 

_ Theſe following: are called ſecondary | Chr 
Figures of a word, " 
PLEONASAMUS. fo 


Pleonaſmus, you know, Sir, is a Gred| nie 
word, and. tis urciw}. to explain it inyoul 


ar rel * 

'his Figure makes uſe of: »207e word 
than are nece[ory; but they give a mud} 
franger accent and emphaſis ta our dþ| . 1 
cour{es. | [| big 
Deuter. 33.6. O fooliſh people, andy and. 
iſe! Which ſort of expreſſion: ſtill, mor} jw" 
eminently. denotes their ant af wiſdomy| wn 
and: diſcretion. | 4 
Prov. 29: 2, Let. another man. proj 
thee, and. not thy own mouth; a ffranger,| |; 
and not thine own lips: And this varm| 1 
of words. is not ſo unu/efull to engage olt| of : 
thoughts, fo conſider with. more —_— 
2 the 


SEzESSSS 


thel 
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the /ubje# matter of ,our 4i{cour/e , and 
the :mportance of it. 
See Deuter. 13. 4 —— 

John 1. 3. TlayJe If aurs infurre* x; 16- 
a4: 4g73 ijuilo 5dy, &y, 3 wgorey © All things 
were. made by him, and without him was 
not. avy thing made that was made: And 
the variation. of the ſence in other words 
| was very- convenient to aſſure us, that 
Chriſt was before the world; and that ail 
things in it , were the works of his hand ; 
-þ and from the waiverſality of his crea- 
tive power, he muſt be 0nipotent , and 
therefore God. ; for what /e{s than inf- 
nite power it ſelf, can make and produce 
| all things ? 


DIALTTO N. 


. Diathton, from Hance, to diſſolve, This 
| Figure: prerends., through a mighty ha 
and. 0 6s of ſpeech , to uſe no con 
jwiion, to render our diſcourſe the more 
enpbatical and earneſt ; nay, ſhould we in- 
ſrt the Copula, our diſcourſe would ſeem 
toe ſlow and heavy, and loſe much of its 
bfe and vigour, and expreſſiveneſs. 
t Tim, 3. 2, 3. For men ſhall be lowers 
of thew:ſelves, covetows , boaſters, proud, 
Baſpberners,, diſobedient to parents, un- 
| E 4 thank 
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8o 


_ often employs the copulative, to tie and 


3. Though I [peak with the tomwgues of: mn 


Dive. Eloquence. 
thankfull , unholy. Thus the Verſe runs, 


off preſently, wito more quickneſs and | 


hemence, than if the Particle and was fre. 
quently mterpos'd. 

Rom. 1. 29. Being filled with all un 
rigbteouſneſs , fornication, wickedneſs, . 


wetouſneſs, maliciouſneſs ; full of em | 


debate, deceit, malignity, Gre, AS if the 


Apoſtle was in ſuch haſt to run over the 
chief heads of their immoraliries, that he 
had no rime for their connexion. To the 


fame purpoſe, See Rom. 3. II, 12, ad 


1 Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6, 7- and Pſal. 66. 1,2,; 
all which are disjoined and without a Ce. 
pulative: See alſo Mark 7. 21, 22. 


POLYSYINDETON, 


Poly/yndeton, derived from woau, mil 


tum”, and avvJv1©-, conjunttus. This | 


gure is contrary to: the former , and vn 
join words together. See 1 Cor. 13. 1, 


and angels, and have not charity, I am bi 
come as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 7 
bal; and though I have the gift of prophes) 
and underſtand all myſteries, and all know 
ledge, 8&c. where the Copulative and 6 
not. inclegantly ſo often uſed , though tit 


Divine Dloquence. $1: 


Wy] egr is the bef Judge of the harmony of 
| ſounds , when *tis proper to w/e it , or lay: 
fre} afide. 

Rom. 8. 38, 39. For 1 am perſuaded , 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor - 
*} principalities, nor powers, .uor things pre-- 
Vf ſent , nor things to come , nor height , nor 
the depth, nor any other creature , ſhall be able' 
te} ;, ſeparate za from the love of God. 1- 
he place this :»/ance under this Figure ; bur - 
tle} if you think it r2rber belongs to Dalton ,. 
ad} nor, being a dwujunttive particle; becauſe 
21 you are my friend, I will not fand with : 
Us. you for ſo-/mall a matter. 
See Pſal. 18.-2. The Lord #:my rock,. 
- and my fortreſs, and my deliverer : The. 
« | Copulative 2d makes the ſence paſs. on 
more leiſurely, and ſo the words ſtill make - 
'| adeeper impreſſion upon the mim. 


ANTITHESIS. 


Antitheſis repreſents terms contrary to 
| each other, to convey to the 972d a more” 

ſenſible and /ively image: of our diſcourſe , : 
by ſuch an oppoſition in the words. 

Prov. 14. 29. . He that is flow to wrath, : 
of great wiſdom; but he that a of an : 
haſty mind, exalteth folly. | 


E's Pſalm - 


vt: 


to /þeak freely our /ence of things which | 


Divine Eloquence. 


_Pfalm' 126. 5. They that ſow in tears, | 
ſhall reap. in joy-: where the oppoſition of 
the terms more ſenſibly im/ruG7s us, that 
though aff;Fions are at preſent matter of 


trouble , yet- in the end, they are ew | 


troamly beneficial. | 
Matt. 16. 25. For whoſoever will ſaw: 
——_ ſhail loſe it ; and whoſoever will 
loſe bus life for my ſake, ſhall ſave tt: 
though not in tx world, yet in the-ww; 
even to all eternity. 
See Prov. 28; 1, and 29, 2,—— 
Prov. x1, 24. There & that ſcatiereth; 
and yet encreaſeth 5 bat not throngh pu 
the prudent offices of charity. 
See alſo Prov.15. x8. 28.1. Ifai.59.9. 


Secondary Figures in a Sevtence. 
PARRHESI A. 


Parrbefia, derived: from iy and' pin; 
This Fipure takes the courage and: liberty 


are diſpleaſing to us ; but we then muſt uſt 
this ſort of Figure extream nicely it our 
reprehenſlon of Saperivurs 3 only in caſes of 
che greateſt extremity, and when our duty 
obligeth us to ſuch a freedom. 


degality, and want of care , but through | 


Gal, | 
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"4 be accepted ? That is, I will moſt 


Divine Eloquence:” 


Gal. r. 10. For do 1 now perſuade men, 
of God ? or do I ſeek to pleaſe men ? for if 
Iyer pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſer- 
vant of God, Where he freely tells them, 


* that it was a different thing to pleaſe God, 


and wer; and conſequently infnuates, that 
their ways were diſagreeable to God's come 
wands, And in Gal. 3. r. O fooliſh Ga- 
latians, who hath bewitched you, that you 
ſhowtd not obey the truth ? Was not this a 
ery harſh expreſſion, to call their prudence 
fo- much into queſtion; and again, Who 
hath bewitched you? 

St. Paul adviſeth his beloved 7imrhy to 


| preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out- 


of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, 2. Tim 4. 
V2. And be taught them as one baving 
authority , and not as the Scribes , Matth. 
4. 29. 


— 


ZROTESIS: 


Eroteſis, from tewniw, interrogo. This 
Figure is of excellent uſt, and carries in it 


' hore force and vehemence ; for bare affir- 


mations have no life nor ſpirit in them, 
and are leſs powerfull to influence our 
ſenſe and ona ay 

Gen. 4. 7. If thou doſft well, ſhalt thou 
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certainly receive thee., and_thy Sacri. 
fice 


Mark 12. 24s. Do you not therefore er, 
becauſe ye know not the Scriptures, neither 
the power of God ? Where the queſtion 
being expre/s'd with the ſign of eg ation, 
gives ſtill the fronger force-and emphaf 
to-his diſcourſe ; and is as much as to.ſay, 
You are extreamly miſtaken. 


Pfalm.8. 4. Lord, what « man, that | 


thou haſt. ſuch reſpe unto bim? Where 
the queſtion. implies the greateſt diminuti. 
on 3 as if' man was ſo very inconſiderable, 
and unworthy of the leaſt notice. | 

How. can this man give ts .hs fleſh td 


eat 2. Where the terrogation carries in. j 


it a m7anifeſ# contradiction to our ſenſe and 
reaſon: and_'tis.no wonder if it was fo ab- 
ſurd and” ſo' unconceivable to underſtand 
the words in their /;teral ſence and ſigni- 
cation. | 

John 3. 4. Nicodemns ſaid , How can 
4:man be born when he is old? And trulj 
to conceive. that our Saviour did ſpeak of 
a natural birth, and not of a oral change 
of life; a ſtate.of regeneration ; was not the 
leaſt abſurdity. 

Matth. 21. 25. The baptiſm of - Fobn, 
whence was -it., from heaven vr of men! 
And the. queſtion carried with it ſuch an 


evi-[ 


Y 


+ 
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1 evident conviction, that which way ſoever 


they anſwered it, they did equally.confute: 


their 0w1 ſelves. 


Ifai. 14. 12. How art thou fallen froms: 
beaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning ? 
bow art- thow. cut down to the ground, 
which didſt weaken the nations? Andin 
Ver. 10. Art thou;alſo become weak as we ? 
art thou become like us-? Thus to ſee a: 


' mighty Prince tumbling down. from the- 


higheſt pitch. of his honour and glory ; to 
ſee his crown and Sceptre falling to the 

ground ; the mighty man to become ſo very: 
weak and impotent ; 1S a conſideration ve. . 


Ty ſurprizing : What! Is this. the man 
* that was ſo-powerfull , that he made the - 


earth to tremble , and did ſhake the king-- 
doms > What ! Is :his the man? Bleſs me! 
What a change is here! How are the 
mighty fallen ? 

Job 3. 11. Why died I not from the 
womb? why is light given to a man, whoſe : 
way is hid 2 - And-in Verſe 20. Wherefore 
ts light given ro bim that is m miſery, and” 
life unto the bitter in ſoul ? who long for. 
death , but it cometh not; and dig. for it 
more than for hid treaſures. And Ver. 22. . 
Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad 
when they can find their grave. Thus, 
How is holy Fob full - of expoſtulations.; 
| breath-. 
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breathing out ſad complainings, that . 


he cannat find any reſ#, or any ceſſation 
from his »iſeries 5 and enjoy the kindneſs 
of a grave, | 


PARENTHESIS © 


_ Parentbefis is nothing elſe but the ito. 
poſition Of- owe-Or 910re words within an 
ther Sentence, the /exce of which; without 
the infertion, 8 of its felf enrire and per 
fed. Tis a-rule, that a Parenthefis ſhould 
neither \be very /oang, nor very frequem, 
left our di/courſe grow obſcure, and not 6 
intelligible. . Are they miniſters of Chriſt? | 


( Z ſpeak as a fool) T ans more. 2 Cor: 11. | 


V. 23. 
PERIPHRASIS 


Peripbraſfis, circumlocutio. This Figure 
deſcribes a thing in »»ore words than are | 
neceſſary, for the [ake of Tiluftration, of 
jg Idea's not ſo pleaſing to the 
mind. by 

Job 18. 14. Death is called The king of 
Zerrors. 

- John 21. 20. The diſciple whom Teſw 
lowed: which modeſt circumlocurion Saint 


| 


Zohn often uſeth, to ſignifie himſelf, who |. 
| was 


at « 


—_— 


Divine Eloquence. 
was the beloved Diſciple of his Dear Sa- 
viour. 

Gen. 15. 15. And thou ſhalt go to thy 
fathers:1n peace: whictt is a. /ofter expreſ(- 
Fr = not 16 zerrifying, as to ſay, Thou 

t ate: | | 

Ecclef. ro. 20, where the 95ſe Man ad- 


4 viſeth us not to /peak evil of a King, tho? 


in the moſt /ecrer places z becauſe ſich 4;/- 
courſes are publiſhed very unaccountably ; 
Fir @ bird in the air ſhall carry the woice, 
and that which- hath wings ſhall tell the 
matter : till varying the fame ſence-in 0- 


ther words. 


Hab: 3. 17. Although {the fig-tree ſhall 


" not bloſſom , neither ſhall fruit be in the 


vine: although the labour of the olive ſhall 

fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; al-. 
though the flock ſhall be cut off from the 

fold, and there be no herd in the ſtalls; yet 

will I rejoice in the Lord, 1 will joy in the 
God of my ſalvation. See whata noble Con- 

fidence the Prophet has in his Go&, even 

in the greareſ# extremities; and how ele- 

gantly doth he expreſs the Particulars with 

a decent Periphraſis ? | 


SY N- 
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STNONTYAMIA.. 


 Synonymia is a Figure that uſeth ſew- 
ral words of the ſame ſignification ; bes 


cauſe we fanſie that oe word alone, is not. | 
ſufficient to expreſs our ſence, and to make |* 


a.deep Impreſſion upon our Andience. 
Pfal. 119. 60. I made haſt, and delayed 
not to keep thy commandments: AS if the 
Pſalmiſt could not ſufficiently ſet forth his 
readineſs to:obey God, without a repetition 
of the-/ame ſence in other words. | 
Prov. 4. 14, 15. Enter not into the path 


of the wicked , and go not in the way of | 


evil men; and the variety of the phraſe 1 


renders the diſſuaſion more forcible to us, 


Prov. 6. 4. Give not ſleep to thy exe, | 


nor ſlumber to thy eye-lids;, that is, Be &- 
 treamly watchfull and reſileſs in thy ender-- 
wars to accompliſh this deſign. 


HTIPOTTYPOS IS: 


Hypotypoſis, from <Sarwumw, to repreſent 
or deſcribe to the life. This Figure pre- 
ſents the obje&s ſo very lively to the mind, 
that we are apt to fanſie we hear, and ſee 
them cantinually , as if they were really 
preſented to our very ſenſes. 


2 >> => 


Pſalm | 
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Pſalm 359. 35,36. I have ſeen the wick- 
1 ed inn great power, and ſpreading himſelf 
| like a green bay-tree; yet he paſſed away , 
and lo he was not ; yea, T ſought him, but 
Ye. | be could not be found, This is a very live- 
| ty Character of the proſperozs conditian of 
ke |- *he #ngodly man, and of the moſt ſuddaine 
ruine, and deffruFtion of him : how does 
bs image vaniſh away ? how is his mewo- 
ry ſoon forgotten ? oh ! how ſuddenly does 
nie | BE periſh, and come to a fearfull end ? 
| Plalm 124. 6. Our ſoul 5s eſcaped as a 
"| bird out of the hand of the fowler ; the 
oe ſnare broken, and we are delivered : and 
of what can give us ſuch a lively ſence of our 
«< { narrow deliverance, as this /e/ible deſcri- 
'| ption of a bird eſcaping out of the very 
| band of the fowler ; ſuch an image as this ts 


a, ; 
il conveys to the mind, that our preſervation 
a. | Was as great, as our very danger. 


| Prov. 24. 30. I paſſed by the field of the 
ſtotbfull, and by «6 nes of the man 
deſtitute of underſtanding ; and lo it was 
rown over with thorns, and nettles 
ont | had covered' the face thereof, and'the ſtone 
| wall was broken down; which give usa very 
1d, | ſenſible notion of the ſad effects of ſloth and 
ſze | Klenefs ; and how inſer/ible the man is of 
lly | his poverty and miſery coming «pon him, ſay- 
ing, 7et alittle ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little 
| folding 
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folding of the hands to ſleep; till he 18:76 
duced to the laſt extremities of want and 
miſery. 
Song of Salowon, Ch..2. V. 10, Ih 1, 
13. My well beloved ſpake, and ſaid-unts 
me, Ariſe. my Love, nay fair one, and com 
away ; for behold the winter « paſſed, the 
rain « changed,and is gone away ; the flow 
ers appear in the earth ; the time of the ſings 
ing of the birds is come; the woice of tha 
turtle-dove is. heard in our land; the fig- 


zree hath brought forth her young figs, and | 


the wines with their ſmall grapes have caſt 
a ſavour:; Ariſe my. Love , my. fair on, 
- come away, This is 4: moſt elegant; ds 
& 
_ to his Charch, and with what tender Invis | 
tations he calls. and deſires holy Men , ta 
forſake the world, and ariſe, and follow 
him : the other parts of this repreſentatis 
on ſignifie the coming of the Meſſias, who, 
like the: /pring of the year, gives new vigor, 
new /ife and pleaſantneſs to the world. 
Law. 1. 4, 5,8, 9. which preſents tothe. 
fancy a ſad, but very lively Image of famine 
and. miſery. | $i 
Ifai. &« 71 8. 4h ſenf! ll nation, your land 
is waſte, your cities are burnt with fire, 
ſtrangers devour your land, and it is daſs- 
late, like the overthrow of ſfkrangers : that 
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jen of God's iufivite xindneſs and low | 
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is, ſo entirely waſted, as if they deſired no 
kind of advantage by the preſervation of 
it from 2uine and deftruCtion. 

Ifai. 5. 5, 6. And the daughters of Sion 
ſhall remain like a cottage in a vineyard , 
like @ lodge in a garden of cucumbers, and 
like @ beſieged city ; and I will take away 
the hedge thereof , and it ſhall be trodden 
down ; I will lay it waſte, it ſhall not be 
cut nor digged ; but briars and thorns ſhall 
grow up; T will alſo command the clouds, 


that they rain no rain upon it. Whata 


difmal fare of miſtry is this? Nothing 
here is preſented to thy wiew , but a dif- 
mal ſcene of JeſtruFfion, and: famine, and 


4 miſery, 


4NTHROPOPATHIA. 


Anthropopathia, This Figure repreſents | 
God. /peaking-or doing after the —_ of 


'men.; and aſcribing to him the parts of 


body ,- or any thing elſe belonging to our 
humane nature. 
Thus Chrift is called the head' over alt 


- things to. the Church, Eph. r, 22. And 


God is called the head of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
I1. 3. in reſpect of his &umane nature, and 
office of mediation; for in refpeCt of his. 
divinity , the Son is equal to the Father , 

as 


9z 
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as appears from Fobn 5. 18. for Chriſt 


makes himſelf equal with God- in power; © 


and operation, V. 19, for whatſoever thing! 
the father doth , theſe alſo -dorh the ſo; 
likewiſe by. reaſon of. unjty of eſſence, and 
perfett will, and operation, which is be. 
tween-e and-my father; and this equality 


of Chriſt, to God the Father is very ev- 
dent from Phil. 2. 6. Who being im the form | 


of God , thcught it no robbery to be equal 
with God : thought it not ; that 1s to ſay, 
Chriſt , hour the /eaſt uſurpation , was 
zruly equal to:Ged; . and. unleſs-Chrif wa 
truly God , how otherwiſe will you mak 
out his »2ighbty humiliation , when he was 


»made in the likeneſs of man, and made | 
himſelf of »o reputation, and took upon | 


him the form of a ſervant : All this ſeems 
a mighty great diminution of himſelf; a 


if he had now brought himſelf, as it were;. 


to nozbing , by this /ow and mighty con 
deſcenſion , 2wirwos, evacuavit , Chriſt did 
almoſt a»»ibilate himſelf, in the debaſe- 
ment of himſelf to ſuch a low and abjeb. 


condition of life, as to be found in-the fa | 


of a-man : and this profound humi 
Hetion of: Chriſt, upon his appearance in 
our nature, Can no otherwiſe be rationally 
explained, but from the exrream diſtance 
and oppoſition that there was between his 


divine. | 


< 


" 
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divine Majeſty and Glory, as he was God ; 
and the moſt abje# and deſpicable ſtate of 
his humanity, Where otherwiſe can be 
ſuch a mighty debaſement of himſelf, if he 
was. ou/y man 2 Where otherwiſe js there 
ſuch-a vaſt diminution, or ſuch-a ſtrange 
humility; but only from the mighty diffe- 
rence and -diſproportion between his divine 
and his Sumane nature ; as he was Ged, as 
wellas m1an ; which, in compariſon to his 
infinite nature and efſence, was indeed 10- 
thing ; here then was his mighty conde. 
ſcenſion very manifeſt ; here his great hu- 
_—_ of himſelf was extreamly vi- 

[4 


bf - Sometimes God is repreſented in Scrip- 


ture as if he had a face: as, the Lord talk- 
ed to Moſes face to face ; not that there 
was ſuch a /:keneſs; bur only, that God 
was then preſent to Moſes after the moſt 
illuſtrious and ſignal manner ; revealing 
himſelf with the greareſ# and familiar In- 
timacy to him. 

© Sometimes God again is endued with a 


| ſoul, with as of hatred and abborrency 
belonging to it. See 1/ai. 1. 14. and Pal. 


11.6, He that delighteth in wickedneſs, 
doth my ſoul abhor. ol 
Sometimes God is deſcribed with bands, 


The right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty 
things 


Divine Eloquence. 
_ ro -— ot ; that is, his power is very 
rfull in _—_ 
EG is ſaid to have eye, 
Phaltn '1 1. 4. For bis eyes are upon the way 
of man, and he feeth all his gomgs, Job 34 

v.21, See alſo P/alm 139.2, Thati 
God:moft clearly knows and —_— 
all the actions ad defigns of —_— 

perfetly diſcerns the riſe and 

and the-conſequence. of his rhoug ford | 
before they do aRually : ſpring Ds BinWil.) 
= thus —_ - —_— Lord nd 
my 't ts long before, 13% 
V. "_ wy. ne Iz =o, wh >nere Tex 
of Scripture, to gore that God is ofits 
deſcribed to us after the warmer and fa | 


o 


ſvimn of a'man.; ſuch-a ſenſible: repreſents | 


tion of himſelf to us, is an a:femice-condes 
ſcefition: in the Almighty ; ; but then, letw 
be moſt exrreamly carefull., that we: 


ceive him under no bam ſhape or. figury | 


as {ome very profſly pitfare God Almighty. 
Whereas God Fo purpoſely appear. to: 


ſes wittiout any body or figurarion'of 


. to.prevent al, X&md of. /anilitude amd like: | 


nel$' in'awr. repreſentatioris of him ; which 
muſt of neceſſity be the higheſt dimiinutin 
and injury to the ſpiritual nature and > 
ſence -ofthe[Gresr. "When therefore 


youhear of iGod's | hand, there: muſt bt | 


preſent 
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| preſent to'your- mind an 7Jea of hisadtive, 


' or his 'crearive 'Power. And when you 


read of his Alfnighty a7 firetched out 
till, you muſt to your 'ſRIf form a »otion 
of his irre/ofible Ttrength and dominion. 
And when feer and a/king are attributed 
toGod, ſuch metaphorical expreffions ſug- 
geſt to you, tliat God, by the 3mmen/iry of 
his'preſence, 'is every where; for how can 
ich $-4:ly parts, or the peculiar offices of 
then, -be in the Jeaſf degree neceffary 'tb 
ſuch an infinite and /piritual Being? * ”y 
Fould-God have eyes, who is Sight it felf? 
-or, Why ſhould hethave any feer, to go or 
walk, who by the #7fnmicy of his divine na- 
| tare, 1s omnipreſent? and, How can Gol 
ipoſſibly go or come', who at the fame #- 
Joo of time, equally fills every place ; that 
he'cannot be ab/enr from one part of the 
World , and preſent: to the other part of 
$f? and pray, What oecafon has God for 
a Sand or an arm, who performs alt things 
bythe tnere efficacy, andvirtte of bis 31/2 
Ler "there be light , '\and there was Light. 
Why fhould God have ears to' hear, who 
-perfeftly &now-all thefecret mvtions of our 
very thoughts, and: all their conſequences , 
even -before' the at7ual determinations of 
them? or, tell me, What occaffon has God 
"Thr a tongue, whoſe very rhoaghts _ | 
| is 


| 


96. 


bow ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? mine heat 
is turned within me, my repentings '\#\ fit 
kindled together. I will not execute-yh| i, 
_ Perceneſs of mine anger, I will not retun i 1 
. fo deftroy Epbraim ; for I am Gag, all 
. 10 an, Thus are humane paſſions att] 
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his high commands , and accompliſbzall bis my 
pleaſure. S«ch parts and members as :heſe,{ tha 


are indeed very zeceſſary to us, becauſeall| ty 


our purpoſes, and -all our defigns-are vain| in 1 
and meffe&Fual , and cannot be put in exe- | of | 
cution, without the »ediation of ſuch or. ons 
gans ; but the Almighty w#// of God] the 


. commands obedience, and a moſt ready ſub | af: 


miffion- and compliance from - every thing | not 


in the Creation, and by his pleaſure on; | r4þ 
they, receive, or loſe, their berg, their lit | tak 


and operation. -..* ra al 
Ho. r1. $, 9. How ſhall 1 give th] we 


up, Epbraim ? bow ſhall I deliver thee, Þ| thi 


rael 2: bow ſhall T make thee as Admwab 


| £67 
"Fi. 
wh 


buted to God. himſelf; and, How isþ| tit 


repreſented here expoſtulating with himſd 'of 


as a Being fwll of mercy and compaſſn;| me 


- and moſt infinizely-defirous to ab/tam fro} kin 
; poaſunent,ovep when their. /izs did bigh| per: 


eſerve the greateſt infli#ion of rempori} * 1 


evils? as if God had faid, Thou deſero] of 
deſtruction. no leſs than boſe wicked ci} 4p] 
. See' Ten, 19. 23. and Deur. 29. 23. I att 
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| [thy commiſeration is ſo infinite to thee , 
# that I cannot ſuffer my /e/f to be ſo migh+ 
ty rigorous, as to ſhow my diſpleaſure 
in thy r#ine and deftrution. How full 
of condeſcenſion are ſuch paſſionate expreſſi- 
| ons? how uſefull and how beneficial are 
| they, to-2fſure us of his infinite /owve and 
affeltion to the ſons of men; That he is 
not, as /one repreſent him,. a God inexc- 
rable, or void of compaſſion , or that he 
takes any complacency in the miſery of his 
Creatures; but he even ſpares us, when 
we deſerve puniſhment, and in his 2yrath, 
thinketh upon mercy. And now, if ſome- 
times God did not thus condeſcend to dif- 
ever himſelf in ſuch mighty pathetical 
#r\ frains of love and tenderneſs to'ns, we 
#| might fan/ie there was ſome kind of rrurb 
«n] In thoſe impious and pernicious dottrines 
aj Which tell us, God defign'd to make man, - 
to'make him -;/erable, even from all eter- 
nity; but how anworthy are ſuch notions 
'of God , who is finite in goodnefs and 
a} Mercy 2 how contradifory to his loving 
kindneſs to us% Not willing that any ſhould 
per but that all ſhould come, and be ſaved. 
ph. 4 


"of God; where the Paſhon of ſorrow is 
il applied to the Holy Ghoſt, as a perſonal 
Watt; and cannot; with any propriety , be 

ns | F aſcribed 


. 4. 20. Grieve not the holy Spirit 


J 
& 
A "1 


 fanſie the Holy Spirit, and not to bea rel, 


.aS from an-aunpleaſant converſation, 


alſo. 1 Sam. 15.11, 29. Not that ther 


__ eſtimate of the condition of the ungody 
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aſcribed to-a mere power or faculty, as ſum 


Perſon. Grieve not then the Holy Ghoſt, the 
third Perſon in the Bleſſed 77mity, left be 
withdraw. his comfort, his joy, and conſe 
lation, from your heart; leſt the bleſſed 
influence of his grace departeth from you, 


_ Gen. 6. 6.. God is faid to repent. Se 


is. the eaſt change or alteration in God, 
but only. in, the object, in the work of his 


| hand, which were once.gocd, but »vw ar} -; 
.evil; for God himſelf is unchangeabl,| 


and always the /ame ; but 'tis his erernd 


will and. pleaſure, that wicked men ſhoull} 
be miſerable, and:good men happy .; either 


here, in this world ; or at /eaft in ti 


world to come ; which always : is accom;| 
_ pliſhed in ſome reſpe& or other , though] 


cover; of it, we cannot look into the bean] 


we are ſometimes «able to make the, 


-of men, and there /ee their,joys, or they 
ſorrows, growing up in their. minds;,and 
therefore how often do we make a falk 


man, and fan/ie him to be at ea/7 and qui 


et in his Hoes: and ;to live with plee| 
a 


ſure-and fatis 


apon. his peſt ations.; and upon expe#ath 
LANTR Ws o| 


Cion:; who, upon reilei al 


09 


08 
real, 
the 


0 
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F! 
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) 
het 
0M: 


Divme Eloquence. 
on of death and-judgment, is often: a man 
of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, full 
of trouble and anxiety ; and thinks him:- 
ſelf unhappy, and miſerable, even beyond - 


all expreſſion. 
Thus, when God is ſaid to deſcend ;, 


| which implies a /ocal -0tion, a motion from 


one place into another; yet the phraſe by 
interpretation fignifies, that God did: there 
reveal and manifeſt himſelf, Ger. 11.5. 
Gen. 18. 21. 1 will go down ond us 
whether they have done altogether accord- 
ing to the cry of it , which is come to me, 


| and if not, I will know ; here God him- 


ff diſcourſeth, as a man to his neighbour 3 
as if he was zot a Being of infinize know. 
T&dge; but did receive his notice and infor- 
mation of worldly affairs;by a gradeelcourſe 


1 of thinking and obſervation ; and by far- 


4 


| 


Wt ther enquiries into ſecond cauſes. Thus 
4:1 God ſuffers himſelf to be deſcribed like a 
m1 Judge, who repairs to the place where the 
T1 matter in-queſtion was tranſatted, that by 
av} his:perſo:a/ appearance, he may more fully 
wth and ealily aſſure himſelf of the $3720CEeNce, OC 
KW} the gu:l;,of the accuſed perſon; and oze rea- 
*| fon why God makes uſe of ſuch a form of 
1 ſpeaking, is, to certifie us; that there is not 
1000 always oxe- event: to-the-righteous , and to 
At] the wicked; but :that he rewards or pu- 


F 2 niſheth 
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 niſheth man , according to the rules ani 

equity of Juſtice ; and not with unadvif. 
able-raſhneſs and indeliberation. 

And the Lord called unto Adam, and 
ſaid, Where art thou ? Not that this kind 
of queſtion in the /:aft ſignifies, that God 
poſſibly could be ignorant where Adam was; 
but this way of ſpeaking is rather a for. 
pal citation, or a ſummons to Adam, who 
ſeems unwilling - to come and appear be 
fore” his offended God.; being extreamh 
conſcious: of his {2 and guilrineſs , and of | 
his fall from the happy ftate of innocence; 
and now beholding-a mighty train of mi 
ſeries, which were to fo/Jow: him. as a jul 
retribution for his diſobedience. One dj 
the Fathers is of opinion, :this expres 


Fhere art thou ? is rather a /ewvere: kind of} 


reprehenſfion to Adam; as if God aid, to 
zterrifie him more exceedingly, From:wint 
grace and innocence art hou fallen ?- Come] 
then, and appear before me; Where an 
thou ? and behold Adam was afraid. 

Lnd God bleſſed them, ſaying, Be friit 
full, and multiply, and #l : 4 waters | 
che ſeas, 'and let the fowl multiply in th 
earth; which kind of phraſes denote no | 


thing elſe, but his divine. appointment, df| - 


the encreaſe of his Creatures in their hn 
for certainly you can never be ſo wn , 


, 


'G 


and 


viſe 1 
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| God ſpeaks to his irrational Creatiires, as 


and if they Were capable to hear, and obey his 


pleaſure ; but God rather d;#ates to their 
proper natures; and by natural inſtinct and 
mclinations he has given them power, and 
virtue, and efficacy, to propagate and pre- 
ſerve their kind. | 
_ Tfai. 5. 6. I will command the clouds , 
that they rain no more upon it : and now, 
| who ſuppoſes that God himfelf preſently 
ſent ri? orders to the Clouds, to keep 
back their fall of waters ; for the expreſ/z- 
& imports no more but hz, that God, by 
| the courſe of natural cauſes, fo difpoſerh 
: things in heaven, and earth, that at /xch a 
| time the Clouds of beaver ſhould be void 
of water ; ſo that he orders ſecond cauſes,. 
and the operations of them, not according 
to the preſent exigency, but by his infinite 
| proſpect into fiuturity, he does antecedent- 
ba manage every thing, that nothing 
ls out unexpetFedly, but according to his 
will and pleaſare-: 
' Pflm 18.10. He rode upon 4 Cherub, 


wings of the wind ; which expreflion con- 
ves to our mind a more fen/ible notion of 
ſpeed ; God did not ride, but fly, even 
upon the very wings of the wind, whictt 

| F 3 IS 


a and did fly; yea, God did fly upon the 


to your own ſence and reaſon, as fo fanſic 


oy 


>— — ' 
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\ 5s the higheſt degree of ſpeedy motion that | hs 


poſſibly can be deſcrib'd, to frame in us an 
Idea of his incredible ſwiftnels. 

And now, becauſe God is fo »dulgew 
fo ſubmit himſelf to our Capacities, muſt 
we - preſently pretend to deſcribe him ac- 
cording to the narrow proportions of- man, 
How does God baffle us, how does he put 
us to lence, when he 1s pleas'd to ask us 
queſtions beyond the compaſs of our knoy- 


- ledge? Hath the rain a Pather , or why 


hath begotten the drops of dew? Job 38.18 
that is, Am not I, the Lord, and the 4s 
ther of theſe, and is there any one beſides! 

Job 38. 19. Where is the way , when 


the light dwelleth? and as for darkn, 


where is the place thereof ? that is, No man 
knows: the particular points. of the Sun 


riſing or ſetting ; and now, that God may] 
make us ſtill more ſenſible of our gnoranm; |. 


Haſ#' thou, ſays God, entered into the 
ferings of the ſeas ? or haſt thou walled 
in the ſearch' of the deprh ? that is, Thou 
art perfe&ly a ſtranger to the whole courſe 


of nature. - Verſ. 22, 23. Haſt thiu en-| 


pred ingo the treaſures of ſnow ? or haſ 
thou ſeen the treaſures of hail, which Int- 
ſerved againſ} the time of trouble, againſs 
the day of war and battle ? All which a 


ſure us, that we are unacquaimted with the| 


ſecre 
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] ſecret cauſe and origin, «ſe, and produdi- 


in of theſe things; and how, and when, 
God lays in Its m7zzhty treaſures of form 
and -tempeſt, to confound his Enemies; 
The falling of /zow and rain may ſeem ve. 
ry accidental , and according to the «ſual 
eourſe of nature ; butT am /arz5fed, that 
the wind and the waters are laid up, as in 
a treaſury ; and when God pleaſeth , he. 
fkends them abroad , as well for the preſer- 
vation: of ſome , as for the deſtruftion of 
other people. | Thus do IT conclude rhz5 Fi- 
gure with theſe difticult and amazing que- 
ſtions, to let you know, that although God 
condeſcends to: ſpeake to us in a familiar 
way; yet ſometimes too he thinks 1t com- 
wvenient to let us know our diffance , and 
our 'ignorance too, When he propoſeth 


| ſxch queſtions to us ; as declare his fmre 
. power and greatneſs. Such queſtions as 


are above our comprehenhon, and fo they 
ſhould make us more /er/ib/e of our weak- 
neſs and infirmity. 


CHARIENTISAMUS. 


Charientiſm:#s, a Figure when we return 
a very mild, and gentle anſwer, although 
we are not i/en/ible of the provecation. 
John 18. 23. Jeſus 'an/wwered him , LA 
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F have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil, 
but if well , why ſmiteſ# thou me? Hoy 
does our Bleſſed Saviour not render evi}, 
for evil? How does he pariently ſufferthe 
affront, and meekly expoſtulate for the In. 
jury he received 2 and, Hoiy does the of 
Anſwer turn their wrath away? Prov.1,1, 

When St. Paul was interrupted by Rk. 


ſexs, with a reproachfull language, telling | 


him that he was mad, Acts 26. 24. Ho 
does our Apoſtle return a ſoft and. ſubmiſ 
five Anſwer to him, not without the gre: 
eſt deference 2 But he ſaid, I an not mad, 
10ſt noble Feſtnrs, V.25. | 
AMatth. 15.26, 27. When the woman 
of Canaan importuned our Saviour to work 
a wonderfull Cure upon her daughter, who 
was tormented with an ewv/ ſpirit, our $ 
yiour tells her that, It was not convenient 


ro take the childrens bread , and caſt tw}. 


dogs ; that is, It was not proper to work 


thoſe Miracles among the heatbex, which] 


were chiefly defign'd for God's own peculiar 
People, the Fews ; obſerve, how 7hey are 
here called. the children, and the heathen 
are termed the dogs.yAnd hat expreſſion 
can be more harſh 

likely to provoke the meekeſ# Soul to ſome 
wndecent and paſſionate expreſſion» But 


how extreamly coil, how courteozs, how | 


yery 


, More ſevere, or more | 


= ZSEESE >: 


7 
< 
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5] very obliging is ber Anſwer ? and fhe ſaid , 


Truth Lora; and fo ſtill gives him the 
greateſt Title of reſpect and honour ; *Tis- 
true, my Lord, I cannot deny what you 
pleaſe to ſay ; Net the dogs eat of the crumbs 

which fall from their maſters table : as if 
ſhe had faid, The dogs do receive the re- 


- mainders and ſcatterings which fall from - 


the table; ſo even I my ſelf, who am a 
Gentite, or call me, if you pleaſe, by the © 
vileſt name ; fo long as you will but ſuffer 
me to enjoy the ſame favour with the. 
Fews ; I can eaſily diſpen/e with any /uch 


' infamous Or reproachfull language. Such - 


bumiliation, ſuch an humble 4i/poſition of 
Soul, and ſuch importinity, can never be 
unacceptable to Almighty God ; and Hea- 
ven it ſelf canner but favour [uch deſires. + 


And you find, our Saviour himſelf was in 
' no ſmall admiration, and mightily furpri- 


Zed with this meek and humble 1nf/mnuatt- + 


_ on, eſpecially after fo great a provocation ; | 


for the very ſound of the word, fo applied, 
is very igominiozs ; and fo Chriſt preſent- - 
ly tells her, O woman, great w thy faith ! 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt : Thus an 


» Impertunate Prayer, eccompanied with ſuch 


a deep ſence of our own unworthimeſs, 1s 
fill the neareſ® way to receive and enjoy 


all the bJe/ſe4 conſequences of our Peritions 3 
Fs and 
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and Heaven. ſelf is overcome With ſuch 
_ pleaſing violence. Thus, you ſee, the ww | 


1142n Was not inſenſible of the provocation; 
and yet, how very courtly, how genteel i 
her Anſwer ? True, my Lord ; yet the we 
13.dogs.eat-of the crumbs which. fall from 
their maſters table; and let me beg you to 
be. kind, as-to ſuffer me now, with them, 
ta<njoy ſuch-a kind of favour , ſuch a fu. 
perfluity, and ſo Chriſt himſelf breaks ou 
in\amazement of ſuch a.moſt £74, beſeech. 
ing, unexpected reply; O woman, great it 
thy faith : thy belief is mighty range and 
wonderfull to me, and /o very forcible, fo 


prevailing with-me, that I cannot poſſibh | 


_ deny what you gefire. 
ABS DION7S: 


Apodioxis, This Figure, not without 


feorn and indignation , reje#s any ſort of 


argument , as very abſurd in it ſelf, and 


not reducible to prefiice.. 


Meatth. 16.23. How does Chriſt r- 


fired Far Saviour. not to ſu 
Get thee behind me , Satan , thou art an 
offence unto me : for thou ſavoureſ# not the 


prove St; Peter when he —_ de- 


things of God : This 1s. a reflection. upon |. 


our Apdſtle of the higheſt nature,. and cer- 
tainly nothing /e#, than the greaze/# pro- 


yocation | 


er perſecution; 


=.2,8S 
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| yocation could extort ſach expreſſions from 
Chriſt h;wſelf. And now, Who would 


think that St. Peter, who was ſo extreamly 
diſpleafing to our Bleſſed Saviour , and fo 
highly condemned by him , as to call him 
Satan, a word of the greateſt infamy and 
reproach; ſhould, of a# the Apoſttes, be 
the only head of the Chriftian Church ; 
as-if.the reſ#, were not as equally con- 
cerned in the foundation of Chriſtianity 7. 
as St. Peter himſelf; whereas. af the Pre- 
ference that was given to :h# Apoſtle, 
was rather with reſpef# to his age, than to 
any authority and power he recezved as an - 


\ Apoſtle. Indeed, was there any preemi- 


rexce among the Apoſtles, I ſhould think 


-St. Fohn deſerves to be called the very 


chief of them all ; becauſe he is remark-. 
ably diſtinguiſhed by Chriſt himſelf, and 
fyled in the Goſpel, the diſciple whom Fe- 
ſms loved, with more expreſſion. of kind- 
neſs, and affe&#10n, than all the reſt : and, 
Who can be ſo well qualified, to be ſu- 
prears in the Church, as that Perſon, who 
was deareſt to his Saviour ? And therefore 
certainly moſt deſerving in - himſelf: 
Whereas St. Peter was guilty of. the great- 
eſt Apoſtacy , in his obſtinate denial of 
Chriſt, even to abjuration of him, Matth. 
26, 74. even when he had given his Saws 

Gur 
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our the higheſt kind of affurance , thit 
though al! the Apoſtles did for/ake him, 
yet, for hs part, he was reſolved, mot to 
doe the /ike ; and yet was he the firft u&« 
ſerter of him. ki 

Adts 8. 20. But Peter ſaid, Thy miny 
periſh with thee , becauſe thou thoughteſ 
that the gift of God may be purchaſed with 
2oney, This was an imprecation of the 
higheſt nature. 
_- Pfalm 50. 21. Thou thoughteſi that | 
was ſuch a one as thy ſelf; but I willn- 
prove thee, for thy ſins, and ſer them þe- 
fore thee. | 

Matth. 7. 16. Do'men gather grapes if 
thorns , or figs of thiſtles ? How then in 
' you, being evil, ſpeak good things ? Matth, 
12. 34. and the very abſurdity of the que 
ſtion was too manifeſt ' to require an att 
ſwer. | 


LIT OTF Ss. 
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Litotes, This Trope we make uſe of, | 
when we fay not ſo much as we think; 
yet ſich a way of peaking is often much 
more forcible, and makes ſtronger impref- 
ſions upon us. "Tis, in ſhort, a ſort of Fi: 
gure extreamly decent, and never ufd 
without modeſty and diſcretion. 


What ,\ 
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What, (ball I praiſe you in this? I 
praiſe you not. Rom. 11. 21, Which was 
a ſofter way of reprehenſion, to tell his Re- 
mays, when they were guilty of very great 
trreverence in the Bleſſed Sacrament, that 
he could not much commend them , upon 
that account ; and though the expreſſion 
feems very 911d, and favourable, and gen- 
teel, What ſhall T /ay unto you ? Tpraiſe 


ym not, Yet it really ſignifies thus much, 


E do highly. blame, and diſcommend ſuch 
kind of praF#ices. 

— T hear there be divifions among you, and 
T partly believe it ? As if the Apoſtle was 


not willing to tell them he was certainly 


affured of it ; but rather chuſes to fay , 
that his formation was from ſome ru- 
mour and report abroad , and then de- 
clares he had [ome reaſon to believe there 


was ſeparations among them, and this he 


mentions in {ſuch a way , to correct and 
reform them more effeFually and make 
them till more ſer/#ble of the fin and dan- 


ger of diviſion; and ſo is, as it were, un- 


wiling to think them fo // Chriſtians, as 
fo be guilty of ſo great and ſo dangeromxs a 
fin. | 
Pſalm 51. 19: A broken and a contrite 
heart, O Lord, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe : 


which is ſpoken with a -1gh:y ſence of his 
own 
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own unworthinef,, and the | expreſſion im | 


plys a great deal more , than barely that 
God will not reje& or diſregard him that 
is ſo penitentially ſorrowfull for his fins; 
for it ſignifies , that God will gr aciouſy 
pardon and receive ſuch a per/ox into.his 
_ favour and friendſhip. 

Pſalm 9g. 12. He will not forget the &y 
of the poor and hamble ; that is, God will 
| be certainly mindful/ and remember their 


afflictions and miſeries , and at laſt /ewvere-' | 


ly puniſh their crue] Oppreſlors. | 

Job 31. 16. If 1 have withbeld the por 
from their deſire. Verſ.17. Or have eaten 
my morſel my ſelf alone. Verſ. 19. If I have 


ſuffered any to periſh for went of cloathing, | 
or let the poor go naked, without a coverings 
Thus, with hat modeſty and reſervation | 


does holy Fob ſpeak of his own juſtice, his 


boſbitality, his charity to the poor, not withs | 


out /ome extenuation Of it. 


SARCASMUS. 


Sarcaſmu.. A moſt ſevere way of mock 
ery and deriſion, not unlike an Irozy, Un- 


+3 


leſs that 'tis commonly m29/icioaw, or more 


ſcoffing in its kind, | 
 Pfalm 103.3. They that carried ws a- 
way captive required of us a ſong ; an 
y , f ey 
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' they that waſted us, required of us mirth ; 
ſaying, Sing us one of the ſongs of Siozn. 
This muſt be ſpoken not without con- 

tempt and /cory, and derifion to them; to 
defire at a time fo very unſeaſonable, when 
they were /laves and captives, mourning 
under great oppreſſions, to commemorate 
their forwer days of joy and /iberty; ſuch 
a requeſ# muſt needs be highly provoking , 
and give them ftill but a freſber ſenſe of 


' | the preſent miſeries ; eſpectally conſidering 


the perſons who importune them to be joy- 
fall and pleaſant ; for they were the lords 


' and maſters over them ; and therefore hey 


tell them 7hezr petition was then extream- 


" I improper, and moſt d:ſagreeable ; How, 


ws feng the Lord's ſong in a ſftrange— 
rd ? | 


Exod. 14. 11. And they ſaid unto Mo: 
ſes, Becauſe there were no Graves in Egypt, 


| haſt thou taken ws away, to die in the wil> 


 derneſs? A [arcaftical way. of ſpeaking , 


as if they ſaid , We could ie, and be in 
our graves with Jef trouble in onr own 
land; why then are you ſo barbarozs to 
us, as to tire us out with long and tedious 
journeys, only to &:// and deſtrey us in the. 
wilderneſs, wherefore are you ſo unmer- 


eifull, why do you deal fo unkinaly with 
us.? | | 


Gen; 
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Gen, 3. 22. And the Lord ſaid, Bu. 
bold the man u« become like one of us, Was 
not this a ſevere refleftion upon the fall 
of Adam? and a mighty. reproach to his 
weakneſs and infirmity , when he liſtned 
to the falſe ſuggeſtions of the Devil, tel. 
ling them, Te ſhall be 2s gods, knowing 
good and evil, Gen. 3. 5. See Matt.3.1, 
Fames 2. 19. | 

Nahum 3. 14. Draw thy waters for the 
frege, fortifie thy ſtrong bolds, go imto the 
clay , and tread thy mortar , make ſtrong 
thy brickbill : that is, Go, and make 
all theſe warlike preparations for # 
ſiege; go, and repair , and fortifie thy 
breaches ; all this is nothing elſe but a jer;, ; 
mockery and deriſion; for the Prophet tells. 
them in the very next Verſe, They ſhall be 
deſtroyed , there ſhall the fire devour thu, 
and the ſword ſhall cut thee- off. See alſo 
the like Sarca/m, Nahum 2. 1. © 

Matth. 27. 29. And when they bad 
platted a crown of thorns , they put 3t upon 
bis head, and a reed in his hand ; and thy 
bowed the knee before him; and mocked 


him, ſaying, Hail King of the Fews. Such | 


a kind of /ceptre and crown they beftow up- 
on him , to berray him to more diſgrace 
and infamy ; and when he appeared moſt 
ingloriouſly and unlike a Prince, then do 


they | 


—_ 
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Be. | they moſt contempribly pretend to pay him 


Vas 
fall 
his 


| 


| the bighef# honour and reverence. 


F&44TH#oOPOEFS 


Pathopzia. This Figure excites a moſt 
excejive Paſſion in the ſoul of Man, ſuch 
as ſorrow, joy, deſire, and the like. 

Hoſea 11. 8. How ſhall I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? how ſhall 1. deliver thee, Iſrael ? 
bow ſhall Tmake thee as Admah ? how ſhall 
T ſet thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled roge- 
ther, What a mighty pathos have rbeſe 
words 2? how are zheſe expreſſions extream- 
ly paſſionate 2 what tenderneſs? what com- 
paſſions? what riches of mercy and kimnd- 
eff does God himſelf ſhow to bis people, 
even when their fins are become unpardo- 
nable 2 yet then his Jowe, his compaſſion 1s 
ſo exceſſtwely great ,' that he cannot ſuffer 


| himſelf to deſtroy them, as thoſe wicked 
Places, Ger. 19. 23. Deut. 29. 23. But 


the Lord repreſents himſelf in a very great 
diforder and confuſion, and as it were divi- 
ded and ſwayed by different Inclinations ; 
fometimes as a-ju/# and a moſt righteous 
Judge ; and then, Shall not the Fudge of 
all the earth. doe right ? And now again, he 
conſiders alfo, that he himſelf is a God _ 
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' of mercy and compaſſion ; and then ſays, ! 


will not execute the fierceneſs of mine angy, | 
T will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; fol 


I am a God , and not a man, Methink 


ſuch tender and affe&ionate expreſſions a| 


7heſe give no great countenance to the do- 
Qrine of reprobation ; for if God from af 
eternity decreed man to be miſerable; 
why ſhould God himfelf expreſs ſuch an 


znfmite concernment - upon. the profpe# | 


his r#e and deſtruftion ? why ſhould the 
Father. of Mercy weep and lament one 
him, when he was /of beyond all recove. 


ry ſo long ago; and:by his very decrees, if} 


they are in the right: 


O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that kib | 
leff the Prophets , and ſtoneff thens which 


were ſent uno thee; how often would Thaw 


gathered thee, as the hen gathereth her chick \ 
ens under her wing, and ye would not. Read | 
here the zender ſenſe of God, upon tit} 


miſery of his People : how willing, how 
deſirous he is, to be their Saviour, exprel. 


fing the very ſame care, the ſame affeCtions 


for their preſervation, as the moſt fond 
Parent has for her own beloved Children. 

x. Cor. 4. 14. I write not theſe thingi 
to ſbame you ; but as my beloved. ſons, | 
warn you. And can there be any thing 


ſaid more paſſionately ? What can be ex-| 
preſſed p 
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preſſed with more kindneſs and more affe- 
' Gio? or more ſenſibly diſcover his infi- 


"| nite concernment for their Salvation. See 


| alſo 2 Cor. 2. 4. 

For out of much affe&ion and anguiſh of 
 beart , I wrote unto you with many tears , 
not that you ſhould be grieved , but that ye 


| 4 may know the love which I have more a- 


bundantly unto you: This is a paſtoral 
Care, worthy our Apoſtle ; this ardency of 
 loye and affeCtion, 1s moſt incomparable : 


M1 ow does St. Paul, with an infinite tender- 


neſs iw/inuate to his dear Corinthians , the 


"| reaſons why he was ſo extreamly troubled 


for their ſakes, was not in the /eaft to 
| make them ſorrowfull , and to draw tears 

' from their eyes; but only to diſcover his 
moſt render love and compaſſion for them, 


"1 not willing in the /eaf# that any ſhould pe- 


% ih but that 4 ſhould repent and be /a- 
a} Veda. m— 
Prov. 31. 1. What, my ſon? and what, 
the ſon of my womb ? and what, O ſon of 
| my defires ? ASif his mother Bathſheba was 

at a mighty loſs, what ſort of inſtruitjons 
to give to her ſo Solomon, or what preceprs 
are moſt proper and convenient for him 
| and the queſtion implies the care, the /0- 

licitonſneſs, and the fondneſs of a tender mo- 


ther, 
Fohn 


116 


full of the Child of her womb ; and yet 


 Fobn 21.15. Our bleſſed Saviewr, with 


a mighty paſſion, ſeems to ak St. Perer ny 


leſs than three, times , Simon Peter, low 
thou me ? Inſomuch that the Apoſtle him. 
ſelf was very much 7rroubled, that his Savi 
our ſhould . /o: very often queſtion: his aff 


&tion to him ; and Peter was grieved, be | 


cauſe he ſaid alſo the third time , Low 
thou me ? | ve 

Iſai. 49. I5. Can a woman forget hy 
ſucking child ? Yea, they may forget, yt 
will I-not forget thee. Thus God bimfelf 
puts a queſto» concerning the moſt ans 
tural thing ; for a mother to be .unmind- 


tells us, though this be exrreamly difficult 


and the greateſt violence to humane nature; | 


yet ſuch inhumanity is poſſible : yet newr- 
theleſs, rod aſſures his People, that 'tisnu 
poſſible for himſelf to be /o unkind, or ſour 
mindfull of them. | 


WW? hs extreamly kind I feign would 

ay 

But find my words can never force then 
Way. 


Fer. 31. 20. Is Ephraim -my.dear {ont 
x be a pleaſant child? for fince 1 fpakes-| 
gainſt him, 1 do earneffly remember Fr 
| ) 
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fill ; therefore my bowels are troubled 'for 
him, And now , can you perſuade your 
ſelf, that /#ch moſt tender rhoughts as 
theſe, can proceed from God, if he was a 


cruel Being 2 does ſuch affe&ionate lan- 
guage declare, that God takes any delight 


| In the muſery of his creatures, or that he 
can in'ths /eaf, be acceſſary to their impe- 


nitency , Or to their eternal ruine and 'mi- 
ſery , when-he diſcovers himſelf ſo affe#:- 
onatelykind and tender, that he languiſheth, , 
when we are in the /eaſt «nhappy, or when 
any. mefortune COMES upon us ? 


If my Ephraim but complains, 
I b&ve ſenſe of all bi"pains. 


_ Rivers of water run down my eyes, be- 
eauſe men keep not thy Law: This is an 
exceſſive paſſion of grief z Can any ſorrow 


; be like to this kind of ſorrow ? Can there 


be a greater demonſtration of his /owe to 
God, than to be ſo infinitely aflifted, to 
ſee ſome ſo very diſreſpeFfull, fo diſobedi- 
ent to God's Commands ? Greater love 
bath no-man than ths. Let others then 


| take delight to blaſpheme his Name ; let 
2] others crucifie their Saviour again , and 


- once More put him to opens ſhame , while 


the godly Man is more happily __—_— 
; an 
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and pours out his ſou] in weeping and þ 
menations, and with the-Prophet , & 

_ out in the moſt paſſionate n— 0 
that my head were waters, and mimet 
s fountain of tears, that I mi TT, 
day and night for the manifols fins 


provocations of thy people Iſrael ! Je s 


9. 1. 

Gal. 4- 19. My little children, b. 
Tiravail in birth again, ma Chit 
med in you: Firſt, «es them'w 
the /kindeſt and moſt pr” inroads Appt 
tion, My listle children : Then, as 
ſuffered the greateſt pains and «4 
them , not «equal to thoſe of A: 
in labour , Of whom I travail, k 
Image of Chriſt, and his Righteov ou 
be formed \ in your ſouls. And the We 
phor is very * proper ; for the morai þ 
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to be regenerate, and to be born agal ' wr | | 


no leſs difficult, no leſs painful/ anc 


riows, than the natural birth, ord ae | 


L formation | in "one very womb. 
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